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Lecrune XXX. 
Leucophleg matic Chlorosis. 

Parixnts will sometimes be brought to 
you pale, cold, bloated ; with an abdomen 
enlarged from egg & a disposition to 
swelling of the legs, ings of languor, 
lassitude, torpor, and an imecapability of 
much muscular action; and they are un- 
willing to move about, and going up stairs 
seems to be an Alpine labour, and traversing 
the ‘toom requires an effort of resolution 
sufficient to carry many across the Dover 
Straits. Now, together with this inac- 
tive state of the system, and the evident 
deficiency of healthy blood, as shown by the 
valeness, » sallowness of 
the patient, there may he a failure of the 
flow of the catamenia; so that at the age of 
sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen years, per- 
haps, the catamenia have not appeared at 

all, or cite oe ; “ 
treating leucophlegmatic chloro- 
sis, _ Ag pian, Meroe we have it not 
our er to cure the 
t sediee ox gers: sometimes 
ia ‘one or two years, and sometimes in a few 
months, it may give way; and although I 
know not that I can lay down to you any mode 
of treating this chlorosis with that certain 
efficacy which I could wish ; yet I will throw 
out a few hints, not without their utility 
in a practice, and which may, there- 
fore, be of service in yours. In the case of 
b af the frst ~ 7h 4 : 
& point o irst im to at- 
tend to the state of the chylopoietic viscera, 
the stomech, the bowels, liver; you 





may therefore commence your treatment, by 


Ne. 308. . 


clearing the alimentary tube by means of 
emetics and purgatives. An emetic answer- 
ing the purpose very’ well is ipecacuanha, 
given once or twice a week for two or three 
weeks ; and the ordinary purgatives, senna 
and salts, will very effectually clear out the 
bowels. With the same view of improving the 
state of the chylopoietic viscera, it has been 
advised, that we should not merely put the 
patient on the temporary use of purgatives, 
to displace any matter that may be acci- 
dentally lodging in the alimentary tube, but 
that a regular course of laxatives, joined 
with the occasional use of the blue pill, 
should be administered for weeks together. 
This method of keeping up the intestinal 
action seems to be the rather necessary, be- 
cause we generally find the evacuations to 
be faulty, sometimes white, sometimes 
pa often black, and often offensive ina 
igh degree, with a strong disposition to 
constipation, and seldom, if ever, in a state 
that is perfectly healthy, With a view of 
improving the state of the chylopoietic vis- 
cera, too, it has been p by Hamilton 
of Edinburgh, who has written on purgative 
medicines, that we should not merely use a 
gentle course of laxatives, but that we 
should administer the purgatives in lar 
doses, day after day, till we have given the 
patient a thorough purgation, and obtained 
stools of healthy character; and he states 
as matter of observation, that in cases of 
chlorosis, when this method of large purga- 
tion has been followed up one week after 
another, it has been ascertained that instead 
of patients losing strength they have, on the 
contrary, rather acquired it, an accident 
which is to be explained by the improve- 
ment of the state of the stomach and 
bowels, which this strong stimulus will 
sometimes occasion. I should observe to 
you, however, by way of caution, that I 
have been told a very able and dis- 
tinguished practitioner, whose name would 
much weight with it, that when he 
was at Edinburgh, a case being managed in 
this ways certainly with the best intention, 
the girl died; sinking, as it appeared to 


him, under the effect of the purgatives. 


‘This single case I mention to you merely as 


@ caution, not by any means in the view of 
2L 
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passing a general condemnation on the prac- | thoroughly, and mixed up with a little muci- 
tice which bas the authority of Dr. Hamilton | lage, or any other combining substance which 


(not the obstetrician) to recommend it. I 
may observe, however, at the same time, 


is likely to dissolve soon in the stomach. 
This pepticmedicine may be taken four times 


that ] mention this method of strowg purga- |a day, about half an hour , org each of the 


it ‘ought to be 


tion on his authority only, that I have never | fopr meals. The quanti 
myself admitted’ it inte general use, and {measured according a effect produced. 


cannot, therefore, pass upon it a personal | 
judgment. Milder remedies being in general 


Warmth of the stomach, and alittle gnaw- 
ing pain there, being perhaps the best cri- 
teria that the medicine is in action. At 


sufficient for the purpose of curing the dis- 

ease, if time be allowed, I always give them | breakfast may be used biscuits, or dry 

the preference, excepting perhaps in a few/| toast, or stale bread, with fresh butter ; per- 
haps a new leid egg, and one little cupful 


anomulous cases, where the original strength 
of the habit was great. Here then are the 


of hot black tea, (as hot as the mouth will 


three principal modes in which it is pro-| bear it,) in order that it may warm the sto- 
posed to manage the chylopoietic viscera | mach, and stimulate the inner membrane ; 
in eases of leucophlegmatic chlorosis—by | for these hot drinks, though hurtful to the 


the use of active purgatives according to 


healthy, may be found very useful in a dis- 


the Hamiltonian method, by the edminis-| eased stomach ; and much in the same man- 


tration of milder laxatives, consisting of blue 
pill and so on, a method perhaps which is 


ner as heated water is found, under immer- 
sion, to swell the hand and excite the capil- 


the safer, as it is the less violent, or by the/|lary circulation, 80 as to produce redden- 
mere clearance of the bowels, under emetics,|ing and perspiration, the hot tea may be 
and a few doses of ordinary purgetives ; of | reasonably. thought to produce its action 


these three modes, the second is that which 
I should recommend to your attention. 


on the capillaries of the stomach. The pa- 
tient should be confined to one cupful of = 


Further. that she may aot deluge the stomach, 
In cases of leucopblegmatic chlorosis, it} some women are very fond of taking tea in 
overload 


is of the first importance to inquire into the 


excess, and in this way they ae 
gravely of the healthy red blood in the|the gastric cavity and dilute the 


gastric 


ly deficient. Now, it seems, |juice, so as to impair greatly its digestive 


and solvent powers, At about one or two 


from the very look of the girl—from her 
A ‘ o’clock, viz., five or six hours after breakfast 


coldness, peleness, and inactivity—ber white 
another spoon@yl of the white mustard 


lips, her pallid tongue, her sallow cheeks— 


that though ber vessels may be full enough, | and the 
hour before the dinner) may be used. At this 


tie pill (being administered half an 


t that they are not full of healthy, rich, red 
Blood: and if we can, therefore, invigorate | meal, be it observed, that boiled is prefer- 


able to roast meat, white meat to red meat, 


the senguifying powers, so as to acquire for 

hers fuller supply of the vital fuid, we shall, that which is well done to that which is 
in truth, have made one grand step towards | under done, the inside to the outsi 

the complete cure of the disease. Now, in| tatos to every other vegetable ; the to 


thig view of augmenting the quantity of red 


be thoroughly chewed, and eaten slowly; 


blood, you will find great assistance from|no drink ; or if there must be drink, then 


the medicines to which I shal] presently 


take half a tumbler of very hot water ; but 


advert, and if you once get this fluid into a/ in general the drink requires orabt whe hep 


poouhe. not to say lively state, there wil) 
be little doubt that the disease will speedily 
give way. In this view also, of filling the 
vessels with healthy blood, you should allow 
your patient a generous diet, apportioned to 
the powers of her digestive apparatus; and 
she may be supplied with all the food that 
she can take without producing symptoms 
of dyspeptic oppression and offensive stools. 
Three meals, end perhaps four, she should 
take in the course of the day: breakfast, an 
early dipner, a tea, and a supper. In the 
way of peptic preparative, you may recom- 
mend her, on rising in the morning, to take 
a table spoonful of white mustard seed, un- 
braised, and two or three pills, consisting of 
quivine, say one grain, and four grains of the 
best Cayenne pepper; (1 say of the best 
pepper, for some is little better than saw- 





dust ;) and this pepper should be, powdered | 





two bours before dinner is begun ; toast 
water, table beer, or other aqueous fluids are 
to be preferred. The pepper and the mus- 
tard seed will supersede the alcoholic stimu- 
lus. Three or four hours after the dinner t 
tea may be ordered, not sooner, lest it sh 
disturb the digestive powers, this to be si- 
milar to the breakfast ; three or four hour 
after tea the patient, may sit down to sup- 
per in the form of a very light dinner. With 
respect to the general beverage, my opi- 
nious are a little unsettled; to the alco 
holie stimulus | are an oyeeen 

even a prejudice, certainly, if your pa- 
tient under the yse of this diet is a vives 


th, I should not give much stimu: 


streng 

pppoe d «BO Fn wi * 
, Or porter, or spirit ma ven ; 

the four I give p peoference to sp in mea- 

sured quantity, and diluted with four or five 


oe sna a... 
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AMENORRHEA, 


at Oe ates head, 
and while she clear of ye Awan 
sant impression of this kind, cannot 


be considered as indulging in marked ex- 
cess. In general, in these cases, whatever 
beverage the patient uses, is beiter taken 
apart from the food, say three hours after- 
wards, or still better, two hours before. 
Both 
vico 

e 


ou and your patients may read Ludo- 
on longevity with great advan- 


tage. 
In cases of leucophlegmatic chlorosis, 
again, you should not only endeavour to 
improve the red blood and increase the quan- 
tity, but it should be your object, too, to 
invigorate the system ; and if you succeed 
in the two former points of treatment, you 
will find that this third indication, in a man- 
ner, fulfils itself. To invigorate the system 
you may make trial of the tonic medicines, 
taking care you do not overload the stomach, 
80 as to obstruct digestion. Bark, bitters, 
aromatics, and preparations of iron, now too 
much saploenad, aot very improperly super- 
seded by calomel, may all be used in turn. 
Iron I can recommend especially to your con- 
sideration, and the compound myrrh mixture, 
or the carbonate of iron, or the sulphate in 
the powder, are the forms in which 
it may be best ini The compound 
myrrh mixture constitutes what was for- 
merly called Griffith's mixture ; it is rather 
bulky and offensive ; the carbonate may be 
given in powder or elec ,and the sul- 
phate in pill, Dr. M Hall, whose 
opinion is always to be heard with atten- 
tion, has found iron of great efficacy, and I 
have myself, in many instances, been very 
well satisfied with its Cea Further to 
invigorate the patient, if she is in the midst 
of a large town, you ought to send her to 
the sea-side, or into the country, Indeed, 
I know of no means more e ious for 
digestive secretions, (and 
not here except mercury itself,) than 
change of air. You may sometimes have 
args weeks together, in this | 
y, with a metropolitan paleness of the 
cheek, and a commercial whiteness of the 
tongue; weak, sallow, emaciated ; rich and 
i ; ina word, labouring under gastric 
symptoms, too strong for your remedies, 
and yet these very patients, after having 
been eight or ten weeks, sometimes five or 
six only, in the country, acquire their full 
Gomsive prove and become comparatively 
pe fat. The cold shower-bath, where 
patient is vigorous enough to re-act under 
it, may be wal avery tay" or On alternate 
days. A dip in the ocean may be recom- 
mended, if the patient is at the sea-side ; 


rote 


$15 


tion of the bath, is the production of a full 
glow ; but if the body, after plunging, is 
peetine and chilly, or if local pains are 
elt, we must refrain, Well, then, these 
different measures having been carefully pur- 
sued, the chylopoietic viscera having been 
strengthened and amended, the quantity of 
red blood having been increased, and the 
vigour of the system corroborated, should 
amenorrhea continue, you may have re- 
course to emmenagogue remedies; but of 
these hereafter. Chlorosis is no medical 
objection to matrimony. 


Amenorrhea of the Adult, 


Women in the full vigour of life, acting 
month after month with the utmost regu- 
larity, may, from some accidental cause, 
it may be a fright, or cold, or the like, be 
sei with a cessation of the flow of the 
catamenia, At first, perhaps, no inconve- 
nience is experienced beyond the alarm, but 
afterwards the general health seems to give 
way, and the habit becomes sallow and 
emaciated, and there is darkness round the 
eyes, and the cheek bones rise into notice, 
and the general appearance is cachectic ; at 
the same time the stomach and bowels get 
into an unhealthy condition, and perhaps 
there are irregular determinations of blood 
to different parts of the system ; the chest, 
bowels, and stomach, the brain and the 
schneiderian membrane, being the parts of 
the body to which the flows are principally 
directed, When the determination of blood is 
to the brain, in general there is no effusion, 
otherwise our patients would be seized with 
apoplexy ; throbbings and cepbalic pains, 
and mental confusions, may atteck the wo- 
man, but the disease usaaliy stops here; it 
rarely happens that vessels are giving way 
within the cranium: but where the determi- 
nation takes place to other parts bY we the 
vessels seem to be less secure, effusion is 
by no means infrequent, therefore bleeding 
from the nose, bowels, and lungs, are hy no 
means uncommon. When the bleeding is 
from the nose, there ig no danger ; when it 
is from the lungs, it may suffocate the pa- 
tient; when from the stomach and bowels, 
it may prove dangerous too. Sometimes wo- 
men throw up blood month after mouth, to 
the amount of one or two pints at a time, not 
to mention larger quantities. It is not al- 
ways that the effusions are of monthly occur- 
rence, nevertheless there is frequently a ten- 
dency to caen Hamas and in some 
cases you will fin ischarge takes e 
with such regularity, that the oe 
be properly enough called the viearious men- 
struation. The ease of this kind which oc- 








but it is better todefer the use of bathing till 
the patient hasa little recovered her strength. | 
One of the best proofs of the salubrious ~ 


curred in St. Thomas’s Hospital, you haye 
not, I presume, og and many other 
examples might be cited 

2L2 
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To treating this amenorrhea, where the 
general health is unimpaired, it ought to be 
our first object to improve this, and you may 
manage the treatment much in the same wa 
as in cases of leucophlegmatic chlorosis. If 
there is a determination of blood to any part 
of the body, the method of treatment must 
vary according to circumstances; if the 
blood, for instunce, were in the bowels and 
stomach, I should occasionally bleed from 
the arm, I would give diaphoretics to equal- 
ise the circulation, and I should think of 
slight mercarial action, keeping the pati- 
ent in a state of perspiration, and not neg- 
lecting the emmenagogues to be hereafter 
enumerated. If the determination of blood 
is to the head, the action of the cerebral 
vessels must be kept under; the hair should 
be taken off if necessary, cooling lotions 
should be applied, the nape of the neck 
should be cupped, the arm should be opened 
by venesection, and blood may now and then 
be taken away from the arm; the bowels, 
too, should be opened every day, and ale or 
wine (spirits, of course, never enter a lady’s 
stomach) should both be carefully avoided. 
While we are using these remedies, we 
ought not to forget the stimulus of the ute- 
rus. It is to be lamented that we have not 
more effectual means than we at present 
possess, for exciting the catamenial ac- 
tion, in the same manner as we can ex- 
cite the skin, the bowels, or liver, or 
the salivaries. It is not improbable that | 
in nature, powerful and certain emmena- | 
gogues may exist; but, granting their ex- 
istence, they have not yet béen discovered 
by human sagacity. To Lavagua we are 
indebted for a topical method of exciti 
the uterus, which I incline to think of rea 
@fficacy ; and though this method may not 
be very convenient in girls, yet in married 
women, who have had children, it may be 
adopted, and easily enough. Lavagna’s 
practice consists in taking a few drops, say 
eight or ten, of the aqua ammonia pure, 
and adding an ounce or so of water to it ; 
it is used by means of a syringe, which 
ought not to be oiled, for that tends to ren- 

der the ammonia saponaceous ; this fluid is 
to be thrown up two or three times in the 
course of the day, so as to reach the upper 

of the vagina. The object of this in- 
jection is to produce a throbbing and ful- 
ness about the parts; and if you mean to 
give the remedy a fair trial, you must in- 
crease the strength of the injection before 
you can prove its effect, as, in so many other 
instances, where the remedy is not a mere 
placebo, it is not the measure, but the effect, 
which is to regulate the dose. I have now 
in repeated instances ordered this remedy 
for patients in consultation, but I have 
scarcely had an opportunity of knowing 
whether the remedy has proved success- 





TREATMENT OF AMENORRH@A, 
ful or not. The majority 


wards come under m 
observations have not 
and numerous to enable me personally to in- 
terpose a well ascertained opinion on the 
point ; I can, however, observe with truth, 
that the catamenia have 
the use of the remedy, and 
pression at present is decidedly in its favour. 
Should the use of the ammonia be inadmissi 
ble, or should it be found that this method of 
treatment fails, the ordin 
remedies should then be tri 
know of ore the smart doses of aloctic pur- 
gatives, warm hip baths, or general immer- 
sion of the body, and horse exercise. The 
best time for pushing these remedies, is that 
period when the catamenia ought to flow, 
known by former recurrence, 
returp, or else by certain feelings in the 
head and 
familiar. 
for five or six nights in suc 

tient may sit for twenty or thirty minutes in 
a hip bath at a smart heat, taking afterwards 
tight or ten grains of aloes; the horse ex- 
ercise, where circumstances will allow, 
should be used in the morning ; Or if this is 
‘not to be had, the chamber-horse may be 
substituted. As an emmenagogue, electri- 
city is well worth a trial, more especially 
town, where it may be easily administered in 





of those to whom I 
have prescribed this remedy, have not after- 


notice, so that my 
sufficiently large 


atedly followed 
t my geneyal im- 


emmenagogue 
, and the best I 


ive of a 


pelvis, with which the system is 
Night after night, at this time, 


all its forms. Denman seems to have a fa- 
vourable opinion of its efficacy, and he sa 


that instances have occurred, in which 
action of the uterus has been exerted, even 
while the patient was under the operation. 


Very often these remedies may be tried month 
after month, unhappily without the desired 


effect, but sooner or later the catameniaare in 


general re-established. Should the retention, 
however, prove obstinate, other remedies, 
to be found in most works on materia me- 


dica, may deserve an essay, as saviue; for 


example, aloes, madder, myrrh, and a suc- 
cession of gentle emetics. The tourniquet 
has been advised, but this, 1 suspect, is 
rather a plausible than a useful remedy. It 
is said, that when there is a disposition to 
the flow of the catamenia, the tourniquet 
may be put on both thighs, so as to prevent 
the fiow of blood along the femoral arteries, 
and in this manner occasion an accumule- 
tion about the vessels of the womb, and a 
consequent eruption of the catamenia. 
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ON THR COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF 
SOUTHERN CLIMATES IN CASLS OF PUL- 
" MONARY CONSUMPTION. 


Queeque ipse miserrima vidi.— Virgil. 
Un professeur de Leipsic ( Biblio’ Univer- | 
selle, t. xiv, pp. 80, 81) exhorte ~spor a ne! 
rler qu’as cc beaucoup de précaation, s‘ils veulent 
re bouneur a la médecine. Ii veut qu'ils ne pro 
mettent point trop, qu’ils n’épouvantent pas aussi 
excessivement, et qu ils parlent toujours condition- 
ellement et avec un peut-éire.—Bayle Dictionnaire 
Historique et Critique, article Agaihon, p. 91. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Pisa, Dec. 30th, 1828. 


Havixo reason to believe, Mr. Editor, 
that considerable misapprehension prevails 
amongst the medical profession in England, 
relative to the benefits to be derived from a 
residence in the south of Europe, in cases of 
pulmonary disease, I cannot, I imagine, 
diffuse my sentiments more effectually, than 





Wsranetes their insertion in your valu- | 
e and widely-circulated periodical, Per- 


the propbylactic virtues of foreign travel 
arisen, and by what means is it still propa- 
gated? Chiefly, Limagine, from that innate 
roving disposition so characteristic of our 
countrymen, as to have become a feature in 
the national physiognomy, and which excites 
so much astonishment amongst foreigners. 
Our extensive colonial possessions, as they 
separate us from social ties and the delights 
of home, may be another exciting cause, 
aided, perhaps, by that vague and i!l-found- 
ed hope, that change of scene, of climate, 
and of country, can alter the decrees of Pro- 
vidence. 


‘* Heaven from all creatures hides the book 
of Fate, 

All but the page prescribed,—their pre- 
sent state : 

O blindness to the future! kindly given, 

That each may fill the circle mark’d by 
Heaven.” —Porr. 


Though last, not least in the list of causes 
which have led to this extravagant prepos- 
session in favour of winter stations for the 
consumptive, I fear I must include a want 
of knowledge of all the subtractions that 


sonal experience, and inquiries amongst | ought to be made from the real or supposed 
numerous invalids and medical practitioners, | advantages which change of climate offers 
some of whom were themselves travelling | amongst my professional compatriots in Eng- 
for the Venefit of their health, are the grounds | land, and,—let me whisper it,—in some in- 


upon which I found my observations. 


stances, the ennui occasioned by protracted 





As a preventive and cautiona e| 
in threatened cases, and where hereditary 
gy wag | excites alarm, and even, per- 

ps, when the disease is in the bud, no one 
can think more highly of {creign travel than 
1; but it must certainly be confessed, that 
principiis obsta is the gol’en maxim in these 
egses, and however puinful it may be to a 
feeling practitioner, to suppress the too san- 
guine expectations of the poor hectic suf- 
ferer, true philanthropy will be best con- 
sulted by explaining the reel state of the | 
question, And here I know I tread on ten- 
der ground, and [ am willing to confess, that 
in general it is our duty, and should be our 
inclination, to draw a veil over the errors of 
our professional brethren, in the practice of 
en art where so La is conjectural, and so 
much must depend upon the judgment of 
individuals ; but «heal nx. as | have 
done, patients whose days, nay, whose 
hours, are numbered, daily expatriating | 
themselves from their native jand, and those | 
delicate and soothing attentions which af. 





attend upon a ruthless and immedicable 
disorder. 

T am not so bigoted to my opinion, Mr. 
Editor, as not to perceive, that the climate 
of the south of France, and that of Italy 
mote especially, is superior to that of Eng- 
land. To be sure “it never rains but it 
pours ;” but then they have weeks of unin- 
terruptedly fine weather. In winter the in- 
valid will be often cheered with the tempe- 
rature of an English spring, whilst, on the 
other hand, the weather in spring is, per- 
haps, more unsettled, wet, stormy, and va- 
triable, than the corresponding season with 
us, The winds are also notoriously and 
confessedly injurious ; the bise and marren 
form the scourge of the garden of Europe, 
Languedoc ; whilst the ravages of the trae 
montane in Italy are no less severely felt. 

To show that I am by no means singular in 
my opinions on this subject, I quote the cor- 
roborating testimony of authors of established 
reputation. Mr, Gray (works by Mason, 
Letters 13 and 20) admires the Saety of 


fection delights to pay at the instigation of Lombardy, but regrets that it was deformed 
their medicul attendants, silence becomes | by the severity of its winter. Towards the 
criminal, and one cannot help regretting, | end of January, Brydone (Jour., Letter 1st) 
that medical ethies form no portion of the | observed Fehrenheit’s scale at Rome at 29.8°. 
plan of education enforced by our medical | Dr. Pugh (Climates of Naples, Rome, and 
and surgical professors. Nice) found the winter at Naples extremely 

To return, however, to the more imme-| rigorous. Smollett informs us, (Travels 
diate subject of this communication. How,| through France and Italy, Letters, p. 430,) 
it may be asked, has this error, relative to | that Aix, in Provence, is exposed to the 
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north and north-west winds, which blow as'rived from a southern residence in these 
cold as on the mountains of Scotland ; whilst | cases, consists (or rather should consist) in 
at Nice, the east wind, sweeping over the | keeping up a free, constant, and, as as 
Alps and Appennines cov with snow, | may be, unint cutaneous : 
continues, even in spring, eurprisingly thereby preventing an injurious accumila- 
sharp and penetrating. (Ibid, p. 538.) This|tion in de intérnal organs, and wore espe- 
very wind is, waloori: the prevailing one | cially those which are so essentially con- 
during that season; with the —— of|nected in sympathy and function, as the 
eight days, (see Register of the Weather, | respiratory and cutaneous Indeed, 
p- 582,) the wind blew invariably to the|I think it must be evident tothe most - 
eastward in the months of April and March, | ficial observer, that if the skin be in a 
This is so notoriously the case, that Smollett, | highly excited state, occasioned by exposure 
who resided at Nice himself, for the benefit | to a high range of temperature, the balance 
of a pulmonary complaint, recommends inva- | will be more readily disturbed, and an in- 
lids to leave Nice in the spring, cross the | jurious internal revulsion will more readily 
bay, and take up their abode dering that in-| occur. Volney (Voyage en Syrie, &c.) in- 
clement season at Antibes. And yet the| forms us, that the Egyptians rarely suffer by 
faculty still continue to send their patients | the intense heat to which they are unavoid- 
to the former place! To be sare, Laennec, a | ably subjected, but as soon as cold is applied 
classical authority on this subject, sent his|to the surface of the body, disease ensues; 
consumptive cases to his native village in| from whence he suggests, that in that coun- 
Brittany. Unfortunately, he was doomed to|try the salutation ought to be “‘ Comment 
throw greatest possible discredit on his vous suez vous?’ and not ‘‘ Comment vous 
own recommendations, for he died there of portez vous?” Although they did not enjoy 

bthisis himself. We are told (Vie de| the luxury of clean linen, the coarse, greasy 

ekel) that the Paris physiciens send their | robes of the ancient Romans were ae 
patients with pulmonary disorders to the adapted to defend them against the vari 
south of France, The disciples of the divine climate of Italy. Those who, in England, 
old man of Cos, in Provence, hurry their funey an Italian sky all sunshine, and 





ne 
patients from the south to Lyons, and even on | of France a perfect climatorial ‘ ef 
to Paris. Who, it may be asked, shall de-| dorado,’’ would be surprised to see what a 
cide when doctors disagree so materially ?| different opinion the natives entertain ; the 
To this I answer, let the public be the arbi- try and artisans are much more warm~- 
trators, if the faculty act so inconsistently. clothed than the same class with us, 


Of the fact I am thoroughly persuaded,| They observe, and very wisely, ‘‘ Jl vaut 
that exposure to high winds is specially in-| mieux suer que tr .”" Sydenham re- 
jurious to those who have weak lungs, The| marks, that injudicious changes of clothing 
reason perhaps is, that the current of cold| have slain more human beings than the 
air is partially applied to the surface of the | sword, 
body, which is, by consequence, unequally 1 have said above, that the spring is met 
cooled. Another injurious quality of these|more favourable than the winter; and it 
climates is, that the equilibrium between | necessary to insist on this point, for it is 
the heat of the sun and the temperature of common for the advocates of emigration to 
the atmosphere is not so exact as with as,| build a good deal upon the shortness of 
so that there is one climate (often very sharp| southern winter. If the physiological io 
and trying) in the shade, and another with| ciples laid down in a previous part of this 
perhaps a moment’s interval, when exposed | letter be correct, an equable temperature 
to the direct influence of the solar rays; so| will be bag age as the gee tag we and 
that it is common in France and Italy to it is exactly in this point that the aes 
to an invalid, “‘ You must not Bes | lies ; indeed the a5 rhpamgl 5 whee 5 
abroad, until the air is heated” (échauffé).| the tempests and whirlwinds described by 
These sudden changes must be injurious:| Virgil in his first Georgic, as occurring in 
it requires little penetration to discover,| the corn harvest, are as often seen in mo- 
that an equable temperature is especially|dern as they were in ancient times. Dr, 
desirable for the unhappy victim of phthisis ; Paterson (Climate of Ireland, p. 178) is, in- 
It is of little comparative import, as regards | deed, of opinion, that the Italian climate is 
his recovery, whether he be exposed to a| as variable as ever it was. 
high or a low range of temperature; and,| It is not necessary, l imagine, for me to 
indeed, the latter would be perhaps prefer-| attempt to prove what must be self-evident ; 
able, provided he were exempt from sudden | that high ranges of atmospheric temperature 
atmospheric vicissitudes. Heat, so far from|are particularly injurious in consumptive 
being an essential clementin the cure of this| cases. The invalid, therefore, who travels 
disorder, is the very reverse ; asa stimulant, southward for the benefit of « mild winter, 
it must excite the circulation and do harm.| must “ bend his weary way” northward in 
IfI am not mistaken, the benefit to be de-| quest of a temperate summer abode, 1 know 
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that if he bein Italy, he may be recommend- 
ed to the baths of or perhaps advised 
to visit Switzerland ; whilst the neighhour- 
hood of the Pyrennees will probably be 
pointed out to him, should he be in the 
south of France. These climates need 
one essential, indispensable requisite : they 
are certainly cooler than the adjacent plains, 
but they are much more variable, even than 
the much vilified climate of England; the 
reason is obvious, then; comparative coolness 
is occasioned by a perpetual struggle be- 
tween the intense heat of the sun, and the 
equally intense cold of the mountains, b 

which incessant oscillations are occasioned, 
and a very injurious and variable climate 
results. 

Having given these primary and principal 
reasons in favour of the position | am endea- 
vouring to establish, I proceed to some 
minor points in proof of the same line of 


that invalids experience more suffering and 
annoyance in one day’s travelling on the 
Continent, than during a week’s in Eng- 
land? Of course these remarks do not apply 
to cases in which the patient reaches his des- 
tination by sea; which, so far from being 
injurious, is, I imagine, a most excellent 
remedy in the treatment of his disorder ; a 
long journey by land, even under the most 
favourable circumstances, will, I am con- 
fident, be found to do more harm than good : 
those who cannot command these advan- 
tages, should unquestionably travel by sea. 
The houses in the south of Europe, from 
the comparatively temperate climate, are 
constructed on a different principle to what 
they are in England. With us they are 
built to keep out the cold and to retain heat ; 
in the former, all the precautions are, to ex- 





clude heat, and the consequence is, that they 
are neither air-tight nor weather-proof— 


argument, Perhaps I may here be consi-|haud inexpertus loquor. Stone walls and 


dered as enumerating a host of trifling evils, 
but a ‘fellow feeling makes us wondrous 
kind ;"’ and I have been long enough an in- 
valid to have become convinced, that to the 
sick man “ trifles” do in truth ‘‘ form the 
sum of human happiness.” 

“ Non ignarus mali, miseris succurrere 


disco,” —Viarcit. 
The writer is aware, that the great Sy- 


floors do not add to the comfort of the pic- 
ture ; and, to prove that it is not overdrawn, 


| I may meation that a friend of mine (by no 


means @ Major Longbow) assured me, that 
having visited Russia and Italy, he had ac- 


| tually suffered more from cold in the latter 
| than in the former. In fact, it is usual to 


recommend invalids to choose, in preference, 
a lodging that has been previously occupied 
by Russians, for they, it is said, understand 


denham, the modern Hippocrates, strenu-| the art and mystery of making an Italian 
ously recommended equitation, and, above | house a fit abode for a chilly northern, Do 


all, carriage exercise in this class of dis- 


eases, and that it forms an essential item in| 
the Brunonian methodus medendi of a cele- | 


lebrated Scotch divine, besides boasti 
amongst its supporters equally celebrat 
names; so that on this point he gives his 


opinion with all becoming deference and | 


difidence. He concedes even, that horse 


these facts (which are notorious) lead one to 
conclude, that these climates possess the 
superiority over our own, which they are 
said to do? The difference, I am _ per- 
suaded, is merely that they are compara- 
tively better, and in each individual case it 
becomes a question, and a serious one it is, 
whether the medical adviser shall not rather 


and carriage exercise are partien!<.:iy be>e- | recommend his patient to bear ‘‘ the ills 
ficial, by inuring the pat:cat to atmospheric | he has,” than “‘ fly to others that he knows 


variations, and thereby rendering him less | 


susceptible to their influence, when the pa- 
tient is sufficiently wealthy to be enabled 
to travel in his own carriage, to command 
those numerous comforts, and to take those 
short journeys which the generality of inva- 
lids are unable todo, He need not attempt 
to prove, that the roads in France and Thal 

are not guite so good as they are in England, 
and that in these printer 44 M‘Adam would 
be hailed as a demigod ; that a “‘ diligence” 
with its fifteen inside passengers is not by 
any means so comfortable a conveyance as 
an English stage coach; that a ‘‘ voiture”’ 
is not to be to an English post- 
chaise, or tra en like posting in 
the land of fugs. ort, the most liberal | 
minded of my countrymen cannot help draw- 

ing a comparison in every thing that relates 

to that truly ish word ‘' comfort,” in 

favour of our own side, Can any one deny 





not -f.” I do not hesitate to declare it to 
be my cccided conviction, that whenever 

ption has b decidedly establish. 
ed, the continent of Europe presents no 
abode fora native of Britain, preferable to the 
west of England, and of this the poor suf- 
ferer will have melancholy proof, should he 
be induced to undergo the wear and tear 
of health, which he must inevitably suffer 
as a travelling invalid, 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, allow me to 
express my astonishment, that so little at- 
tention has been a to the subject of this 
communication. No country possesses such 
extensive opportunities of investigating the 
nature and effects of climate upon human 
health and happiness, as Great Britain, No 
one is so interested asshe ought to be in the 
inquiry, from her extensive colonial posses- 
sions, and yet, what has she done to encou- 
tage the investigation? Permit me to ask, 
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‘if Dr, Radcliffe’s “ travelling fellows” have 
contributed to remove the Cimmerian man- 
tle, with which this subject is covered. When 
so many of our countrymen, and those, too, 
at the most interesting period of their ex- 
istence, fall martyr’ to that unpitying dis- 
ease, pulmonary consumption, any inquiry 
connected with it cannot fail to interest the 
medical philanthropist, and | shall, there- 
fore, make no apology for haviug troubled 
you with this epistle. 
I have the honour to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Puruaisis, 


ON THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL CURVATURE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


S1a,— When any practice has been adopt- 
ed almost universally, it must often have 
been misused ; but it is not right to argue 
from the abuse of a thing against its use ; 
for this reason, in endeavouring to show the 
effects that have been produced, by the 
modes of treating spinal curvature that have 
been in general use, I shall search for an 
explanation of their principles, in the writ- 
ings of the greatest surgeons who have 
treated onthem. I have accordingly looked 
with care through your version of the lec- 
tures of Mr. Abernethy, and have extracted 
from them the following passage :— 

** Distortions of the Vertebral Column.— 
These are not diseases, they are deformities ; 
it is customary to attribute them to the same 


possible that the weight of the head could be 
supported in a straight line from the pelvis? 
It is not possible ; and the first curvature in- 
duces another curvature, and the next ano- 
ther, and so they go on, and they all are 
consequences of one original curve. Now, 
I say, it is very curious to observe, what 
slight causes will sometimes lead to the ori- 
ginal curve, and causes which we do not 
easily perceive.” 

He then tells along story, as how he cured 
a young lady of a projecting shoulder by 
teaching her to hop upon one leg, which he 
said cou!d not have been done unless the pa- 
tient had been in a surgeon's house. And, in 
the same lecture, he directs us to perform 
the cure of these defects by making his pa- 
tients lie down upon their backs for a long 
time: as I quoted that passage in my last 
letter, I need not repeat it here. In all the 
lectures which you have recorded, as having 
been delivered by this lecturer, there is no 
mention of the existence of muscles, nor, if 
they are assumed to exist, does he indicate 
that they are of any importance to the de- 
fect which is the subject of his discoursé. 
He evidently indicates a belief, or opinion, 
that a living human body, when under the 
influence of this defect, is a mere mass- 
living matter, entirely subjected to the ac- 
tion of gravity, as all other matter is when 
unaccompanied by any power to direct or 
influence its own motions, so that when this 
living matter is subjected to any accident 
that happens to destroy the equilibrium in 
which it stands, by the laws of ‘gravity it 
must fall down; and therefore, to repair or 
(6 cure any derangement which such acei- 





state of health as rickets ; but I do not think | dents must produce, it is better that persons 
this is a fair way of viewing the subject. 1| who may have suffered by such accidents 
call upon you to observe what slight things | should lie still where they are than adopt 
will produce a deviation from the proper di- | any active measures to remove themselves 
rection of the vertebral column, You never! from the bad effects which such accidents 
saw a person who had a complaint in the | have produced, 
hip who was not distorted in the back, 1 The gravity with which such opinions 
cannot stand upon my left leg, for instance, were uttered must have been very great, 
upon any other terms than that of inclining | and proves that the influence of that myste- 
to the right; and, if I am to continue in this | rious power upon his cerebellum must have 
posture, the construction of the interverte- been very great indeed; it shows such ala- 
bral substance is such as to occasion a/|crity in sinking, that, as Malstaff says upon 
springing out, an augmenting of the bulk | another occasion, if the bottom were as deep 
ow one side ; so that this is a cause occasion- | as —— he must down. I will not follow 
ing a temporary distortion, and, in continu- | his example, but shall endeavour to explain 





ing to incline in that way, the distortion 
becomes permanent. Now the habit of stand 

ing upon one leg will occasion young people 
to growawry. If I were to lean over, as it 
were, upoa my right shoulder, what would 
be the consequence? Why, to balance the 
weight of my body, I must twist my spine, 
and incline the “arms to the left side, and 
therefore cause a deviation to the left side, 
Now, suppose a curvature to take place, 
and that the curvature is on the right side ; 
if the weight of thé head were on it, is it 


the facts in my own way. If time and space 
| were sufficient, | would endeavour to make 
| literal demonstrations, which would be the 
most satisfactory course of proceeding; but 
| as they are not, T will endeavour to illustrate 
| the subject by a comparison that may, per- 
| haps, bring it home to the judgment of your 

readers. 

Suppose, then, a pole, erected like that 
which supports a tent, and kept steady by 
lines fastened securely to its top, and fixed 

\>y their other ends to the ground, so as to 
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secure it on every side; this pole would 
then remain erect, and if a weight were 
upon it that would remain firmly in 
its natural situation. If, instead of this 
being of one solid piece, it were made 
of several pieces, well jointed together, and 
a circle of lines were fixed to each piece, 
as above ; if the lines were equally and uni- 
formly tight, the weight would continually 
remain fixed in its erect position ; but if any 
of the lines were injured, divided, or de- 
ranged, the action of the lines in that circle 
would become unequal, and the proper effect 
of the whole contrivance would be deranged. 
Mr. Abernethy says, in substance, and in- 
deed in plain words, that the rational and 
direct way to restore this pole to its erect 
position, and the power of performing 
whatever it was intended to perform, would 
be to lay the whole machinery flat on the 
ground, and let it remain there till it re- 
covered its natural powers. Such is the 
demonstration that must result from this 
reasoning by comparison, from which | now 
beg to deviate, by endeavouring to investi- 
gate the real state of the fact. 

The being that we accustom ourselves to 
call Nature, principle, or power, certainly 
determined that mankind should walk 
through the world with head erect, and, at 
the same time, perform all the actions which 
the infinite variety of situations in which 
men might be placed should render neces 
sary. To effect this, they are supplied with 
the skeleton, which forms the basis of the 
whole animal, the ligaments, which join the 
parts of the skeleton ther, and the mus- 
cles which put the whole in motion, in obe 
dience to the will of the being that inhabits 
the body. All these are typified by the con- 
trivance that I have endeavoured to de- 
scribe. 

Whoever will look carefully into the prin- 
ciples of muscular action, may discover, that 
whee the {drm of a human being is reason- 
ably perfect, or what in common language is 
called natural, and the health is good, such 
being is capable of performing every action 
that the situation he is in at the moment 
may require; and he is capable of perform 
ing all or any of these actions with equa’ 
facility, This is that condition, or state of 
the muscles, which Mr, Hanter, according 
to the dictum of Abernethy, whose words | 
repeat, intended to describe : ‘‘ [ remember 
that Hunter used to say a great deal upon 
this subject in his lect He used to say 
he was convinced that people got awry by 
the endeavours of parents to keep them 
straight; that parents were continuall) 
watching their children, and making them 
sit in particular attitudes, and that the chil 
dren so watched, when unobserved, would 
naturally sink into any other mode of sitting, 
to obtain alittle ease. Besides, that is keep- 








ing in action one set of muscles, and not al- 
lowing the others to act at all; whereas, 
every set of muscles should be kept in ac- 
tion.” This opinion of Mr. Huater may, 
pe , be better explained by saying it is 
one of the perfections of muscular action, to 
keep every muscle in that state of prepara- 
tion, which keeps it in the greatest readi- 
ness to perform any action that may be re- 
quired of it. A very fine illustration of this 
may be observed in the pugilist, who, when 
engaging in contest, stands up with every 
muscle prepared to give, to receive, or to 
parry the blows that may be aimed at him. 

As Abernethy has quoted this opinion of 
John Hunter with marks of high approba- 
tion, it is surprising that he should, at the 
same time, recommend a practice of directly 
contrary tendency to cure defects in the 
human form; he must know, and every man 
who possesses knowledge on the subject, 
combined with sound judgment, must be 
sensible, that to keep persons who have not 
good health, and whose personal forms are 
defective, lying for many hours in the day 
in a state of inactivity, every muscle use- 
less, is one of the most effectual modes that 
can be devised to increase their defects, and 
aggravate that debility wisdich must have 
been one of the principal causes of their suf- 
ferings. 

One effect of this practice is certain, and 
itis very remarkable that it has not been no- 
ticed by those who have most strenuously 
advocated this manner of treating patients 
who are afflicted with spinal curvature ; 
when we sit or stand upright, the circulation 
of the blood goes on in the most advanta- 
geous manner, but when we lie down flat on 
our backs, there is a determination of blood 
to the head that is positively injurious ; some 
may have so much strength as not to be sen- 
sible of this effect ; others have been aware 
of it, and it has been attributed to that bad 
state of health which has produced the dis- 
tortion, instead of being said, with more jus- 
tice, that it is caused by perseverance in 
the use of this miscalled remedy, which has 
very imprudently been employed with great 
perseverance, in the vain hope of removing 
spinal curvature. 

Persons in health are sensible of this ine 
convenience, though they do not, perhaps, 
advert to the cause of it. We sleep with our 
heads raised, because we find it easier than 
laying our heads on a level with our bodies, 
Invalids, and persons who are afflicted with 
serious illness, sleep with their heads more 
raised than when in good health; in such 
patients the cause of the inconvenience may 
be suspected, but, at all events, the effect of 
30 raising the head is certain ; and it is very 
common for children who are condemned to 
this reclining system, to complain of head- 
ach, and exhibit other symptoms of ill health ; 








He advised that a board should be made, with 
some contrivance to fix it at any angle that 
was desired ; they began at an angle of sixty 
degrees, perhaps, and proceeded very gra- 
dually to smaller angles, under the direction 
of this Magous Apollo, till the patient was 
laid flat on her back, in which position 
she was to remaio, while Mr. Apolio, who 
was consulted as frequently as he could 
induce the parties to call him in, caused 
her, in the same gradual manner, to rise up 
and walk, 

This was a golden age for the shape- 
menders who followed in the wake of Mr. 
Cline ; boards, with contrivances to screw 
them up, and serew them down, or to fix them 
at any —_ that the Magnus Apollo might 
direct, after duly, if not daily, considering 
the effect that was produced by the last 
screwing, found abundance of table em- 
ployment for that very worthless tribe ; but 
every 


thing must come to an end at last. 
Abernethy succeeded to the dictatorship, 
the golden age gave way to that of brass, 
the shape-menders went into mourning ; for 


Abernethy, the omnipotent, said, that to 
cure all these things, it was only necessary 
to lie flaton your back, quite in a horizontal 
ae and continue in it for a long time. | 
I might propose an improvement upon | 
the ice of Abernethy in the same style, 
it Id be to lay all patients who might 
choose to be subjected to this scientific pro- 
cess, with their heads much lower than their 
heels ; by this great improvement, all the 
effects that can be, or have been produced, 
this most scientific process, would take 
place in a much shorter time than they now 
do, and the continuance, if not the quan- 
tity of human sufferiog, be diminished in 
roportion. 
, Another erroneous opinion has obtained 
some notice, though not so much as the 
author expected. After almost endless co- 
gitations, he has ventured to decide that 
spinal curvature is caused by some obscure 
actions of the nerves, which, as a matter of 
course, none but he is qualified to uander- 
stand, and which he has ventured to describe 
as a sublaxation of the ligaments which con- 
nect the vertebrae together; which said ver- 
tebre, after the said sublaxation has taken 











to possess a considerable share. It would 
puzzle a plain-sailing matter-of-fact anato- 
mist, to point out how a sublaxation of the 
ligaments which connect the vertebre  - 
ther, ean by any possibility take place ; bu 
the possibility being admitted, for the sake 
of arguing the question, the difficulty re- 
mains as to how, by any chance, the verte- 
bre could slip out of their places; I may, 
perhaps, assist the author, by supposing that 
he, as Mr. Abernethy certainly does, thinks 
the vertebra a collection of bones, put toge- 
ther in a bag of ligaments under such cir- 
cumstances, thet the muscles, and, by con- 
sequence, the mind of the owner, having no 
control over them, the whole must tumble 
about in any manner which the mere action 
of gravity may direct. 

The method of cure that is proposed for 
this remarkable disease, which, by the way, 
Mr. Abernethy says is only a is ag 
original as the disease or defect which it is 
intended to remove; plenty of physic; to 
cure the sublaxation of the ligaments, I sup- 
pose ; strict confinement to the recumbent 
position, regulated ‘‘ according to scientific 
principles,” as Baynton and others ex- 
pressed it ; these regulations were so strict 
tliit the author has told us he inven 
a’ bed with mattresses, and, I suppose, 
blankets and sheets, so adapted to it, that 
the patient was strictly and scientifically 
confined to the recumbent posture, even 
while the natural evacuations were going 
on: with all submission to his originality of 
invention, I must plead, after allowing for 
the difference between a bed and a chair, 
that his contrivance must bear some resem- 
blance to the chaise poste which the trick 
played off by the infallible Pope Joan upon 
the holy conclave of cardinals, caused to be 
introduced as a trial of the infallibility of 
future p 

The exertions of this gentleman do not 
end here; for he has told us himself that 
he invented a brass roller covered with soft 
leather, with which he rubbed, pammelled, 
or thumped, the projecting vertebra or ribs 
of his patients, till he forced them to retura 
to their natural places. Upon this occasion, 
however, our ingenious inventor met with 
what is too often the reward of genius. Mr. 
Shaw borrowed, without acknowledgment, 
Anglie?, “ filched” his brilliant invention of 
the brass-roller, and applied it, without 
mercy or moderation, to poor Robinson's 
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i reputation, and 
nson no b stontion 3 and 
is is most certainly true, for the doctor 

us 50. 
I am fearful of intruding too much 
your valuable pages, I will stop for the 
present, and 
Am yours, &c., 
T. Suecprake. 


43, Allsop Terrace, New Koad. 





CURE OF PERTUSSIS BY THE APPLICATION 
OF TAR VAPOUR. 


- By T. W. Waxssnoven, Esq., Surgeon, 
Futham. 


A rine healthy child, twelve montlis old, 
was attacked with violent symptoms of per- 
tussis, The paroxysms were 80 severe as 
to threaten suffocation. The disease had 
existed nearly six weeks when I was called 
upon to attend, Inflammation of the lungs 
had. supervened. The child refused the 
breast, and was exceedingly restless and un- 
easy from dyspnaa. I ordered the warm 
bath, and three Jeeches to the scrobiculus 
cordis, purged her eae» and ultimately 
continued with antimonials and expecto- 
rants. the course of twenty-four hours 
from my first visit, a considerable amend- 
ment. was observed, the urgency of the 
jptoms being very much abated, A 

ister to the chest closed the active mea- 
sures ; and three days after, the inflamma- 
tory diathesis completely subsided. The 
vepayane of the cough, nevertheless, were 
still violent, though the frequency of them 
declined with the concomitant symptoms. 
In short, the little patient appeared likely 
to conquer -this formidable foe ; when, un- 
fortunately, she was accidentally exposed to 
a current of air, which gave her cold, and 
i the cough violeatly during that 
night. in saw her on the following 
morning ; and, unwilling to have recourse 
to the former measures for her relief, I de- 
termined on applying the vapour of tar, the 
absence of inflammatory symptoms warrant- 
ing the application, Her breathing was 
short and oppressed, but the difficulty ap- 
peared to arise more from accumulation of 
mucus in the bronchie than irritation. My 
idea was to bring the remedy in contact 
with the part or affected, and thereby 
expedite the effect. If, therefore, the 
remedy were likely to prove beneficial, the 
fact would be proved and illustrated by ocu- 
lar demonstration, I decomposed a portion 
of petroleum Barbadense, by dipping into it 
a red hot iron; the end of the common 
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peter answered purpose conveniently. 
ghrp aah Bas gree tae 
arose, Observing not to let her inbale it un- 
til sufficiently diluted by a due portion of 

ic air. My little patient no sooner 
inbaled this compound, than she ex- 
hibited manifest sigus of relief. Instead of 
avoiding the volume of vapour as it arose 
from the vessel, which I feared would be 
the case, she willingly inhaled it, and suffer- 
the tar to be placed almost under her nos- 
trils.. The effect was conspicuous, in re- 
lieying the pressure under which the little 
sufferer laboured: expectoration was pro- 
moted, and rendered nearly free from effort, 
by this remedy. In short, after six exhi- 
bitions of the vapour, the cough almost 
ceased; and without the aid of any auxiliary 
the child perfectly recovered. 

I feel satisfied that | am indebted to the 
efficacy of carburetted hydrogen and oxygen 
for the recovery of this case, and | have 
happily experienced the heartfelt satis- 
faction of preserving, by the same means, 
from threatened destruction, my own child, 
an infant three months old, Accidental ex- 
posure to cold produced catarrh; the 
breathing was short and difficult, attended 
with sensible accumulation in the air-tubes 
of the lungs, which the child was unable to 
expectorate. These symptoms increased 
rapidly. There did not exist any other ex- 
citement than the difficulty of respiration. 
The distress of the infant excited feelings in 
my breast which can only be appreciated by 
aparent. I had already lost one child from 
pertussis, in which the vapour of tar was 
never thought of; another fell a victim to 
hydrocephalus from metastasis; and_ this 
last appeared hastening to form an addition 
to.the number. From her birth she was 
delicate—smaller, considerably, than the 
generality of infants at her age. Leeches 
were inadmissible ; not only because of the 
absence of active inflammation, but also from 
the apprehension of depleting the already 
debilitated system. Emetics and expecto- 
rants were unavailing; the former, equally 
ohjectionable with leeches, Blisters were 
inadmissible, from the addition thereby of 
irritation to the system. Under these con- 
flicting circumstances, my distress of mind 
may be easily conceived. I was led to the 
adoption of the warm bath; but the agita- 
tion it occasioned obliged me to relinquish 
all thought of a repetition, At length, worn 
with fatigue and suffering, at the end of 
three days, the poor little sufferer refused 
the breast iv the morning ; and I then con- 
eluded the termination of her distress by a 
fatal issue would, ere long, arrive. At this 
crisis I had recourse to tar vapour, as men- 
tioned in the former case. I applied it at a 
distance, whilst the child lay in the mother’s 
arms. Breathing quick and short, with fre- 














TAR VAPOUR IN PERTUSSIS. 


went interruption from what to 
te cabuaneigiie in the woethin The 
little creature seemed revived the instant 
she inhaled the vapour, and made an effort 
tocoagh! Delighted at the effect, I placed 
the vessel nearer to her nostrils, Mal con- 
tinued the fume for about three minutes, 
when a cough intervened, followed by an 
immediate vomiting of viscid phlegm and 
mucus, that nearly suffocated her. The 
quantity evacuated from the lungs and 
stomach saturated two handkerchiefs. Com- 
plete exhaustion for about a minute suc- 
ceeded this operation; and, to my inex- 
pressible joy, the little patient took the 
breast heartily afterwards, and sunk intoa 
profound sleep, which lasted two hours: 
she awoke refreshed, and considerably re- 


lieved, Encouraged by this unexpected and | from 


happy success, I continued the application 
of the vapour for a week, twice in the day ; 
when, from the decided remission of symp- 
toms, I ceased the further use of it. The 
first six applications were succeeded, each 
time, by a copious expectoration, which al- 
ways ended in the abatement of the pre- 
vious symptoms. 

About a month ugo, my little girl again 
took cold, when the difficulty of breathing 
returned, attended by wheezing and cough. 
Recourse was n had to the same 
remedy, which ured relief the first time 
it was applied, by producing sickness, and a 
copious expectoration of phlegm and mucus. 
The second application was not so success- 
ful; symptoms cf an inflammatory type su- 
pervening, with fever. The child being now 
six months old, and considerably mended in 
constitution, I exhibited antimonials, and 
applied a blister to the chest. The febrile 
symptoms remitted, and an amendment fol- 
lowed. ‘The support which the mother had 
afforded now declined, both in quantity and 
quality ; and we were necessitated to adopt 
another source of nourishment, but through 
the same medium, viz. the breast. Change 
of air, at the same time, has, in conjunction 
with her nourishment, happily restored the 
infant to our anxious hopes. After the sub- 
sidence of the inflammatory action, the va- 
pour was applied three or four times, and 
with confirmed success. The child is now 
perfectly well, and is gaining flesh. 


Master Alfred Wallis, three months since 
manifested symptoms of asthma. His father, 
hearing me often make mention of the suc- 
cess I had experienced in the application of 
the vapour in pneumonic affections, re- 
quested I would try it with the boy. He 
was unwilling that any active measures 
should be resorted to, the child having so 
recently recovered from phthisis. The state 
of the little patient was as follows; his 
breathing oppressed; cough frequent and 





encephalic " 
much disturbed by the placing 
the hand etmead toe pron. tise on the 
chest, the wheezing was very sensibly felt ; 
and the child seemed to breathe, so to speak, 
as through a sieve ; such was the accumu- 
lation of mucus in the air-tubes of the 
lungs. Desirous of affording the vapour a 
fair experiment in this case, it being more 
closely allied to the class of pulmonary 
affections, in which it appeared most un- 
equivocally applicable, | commenced the 
trial; and my patient inhaled the vapour, 
dilated as in the two former experiments, 
the 14th of August to the 23d of Sep- 
terfiber, regularly; then every other day, 
and finally ceased on the 28th of October. 
The first eight = Drachman 60 
powerful action e lungs ; quan- 
tity of mucus cupoctguntel encestnt belief ; 
ok it gradually subsided, whilst the pul- 
monary viscera seemed to expand, under the 
influence of the new atmosphere. My little 
patient came voluntarily, during the whole 
period, as he used to say, ** to get rid of the 
phlegm.” It is remarkable thet the child 
gained flesh whilst under treatment. Nota 
single medicament of any description was 
exhibited to him, as I was determined to 
witness the unassisted ‘effects of the va- 
pour. He is now quite well; and when he 
has any “‘ wheezing,” as he terms it, a dose 
of tar vapour sends it away. By-the-by, he 
Wis had but one dose since he left off his 
ular attendance. 
pon the whole, then, it may, I 
be inferred, from the cases here 


adduced, 
that the efficacy of carburetted bh 3 
produced in the manner I have detailed, 
possesses decided advantages in chronic and 
in recent cases of pulmonic affections, be- 
fore the accession of active infamm 


symptoms. In the few cases that have come 
under my observation, wherein I have ap- 
plied it, immediate relief and ultimate 
benefit have accrued to the patient. The 
only instance of failure I have experienced, 
was in the second attack of my own child : 
there, I candidly confess, my former success 
rendered me blind to the existence of active 
symptoms, until | perceived them increased 
by the a nature of the application, 
Yet, after the inflammatory action was re- 
moved, the effect of the vapour was cer- 
tainly eflicacious: so that, it appears, in 
cases where the lungs are under the influ- 
ence of an inflammatory diathesis, the exhi- 
bition of this remedy is improper; but in 
chronic pulmonary affections, and also sub- 
sequent to the existence of increased arte- 
tial action, I have no doubt of the superior 
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efficacy of this gaseous compound. 1 will 
not. presume to enter into any thing like a 
rationale of its qualities—that I leave to 
abler pens than mine: I would only offer 
facts, with such comments merely as arise 
from a due consideration of the importance 
of the subject ; feeling, as I do, that many 
children may be yet saved from premature 
death, by the adoption of this simple yet 
powerful remedy, even by the parents 
themselves. Should I be so fortunate as to 
stimulate, by my humble efforts, one indi- 
vidual to a successful application of the va- 
pour of Barbadoes tar, my object will be 


The mode of administering the vapour I 
in the case of Master Wallis and 
—— opener I have since 4 
i icable to infants, is si 
this. oe of tin, resembling a coffee- 
contains the tar: the size is immate- 
rial; twelve inches by four will suffice for 
the ose of cases: a conical tube issu- 
ing the top; a qaamerating opening 
on the opposite side, to allow a drait, that 
the vapour mayascend, The iron. is what 
may be obtaimed at any ironmonger’s: 
laundresses use it for what they term the 
Italian iron. ‘This heater, being attached 
to a firm iron rod, terminating in a wooden 
handle, is altogether eighteen inches in 
— . The cover or lid of the pot is made 
to slide on this rod ; so that when the heater 


is made hot, upon being immersed iuto the | 


tar, the cover fits on, and prevents any es- 
cape of vapour. The tube of the pot is then 
kept to the nostril, at the proper distange, 
that the vapour may be inspired. 

Care must be taken that the heater be not 
red hot, in which case ignition of the gases, 
attended by an explosion, will happen, and 
may be of serious uence. ‘his hap- 
pened once with me: I therefore caution 
those who use the remedy, to observe the 
degree of heat ere the heater be immersed 
in the tar: neglect of this observance on my 
part occasioned ignition, and burnt the eye- 
jashes and eye-brows of my little patient 
Wallis. 
bes would observe, that the exhibition of 

vapour never produced vomiting, when- 
ever 1 have applied it, unless the Sains 
were loaded with mucus; and in either 
case, viz, whether there existed mucus or 
not, the remedy invariably operated as an 
anodyne, producing sleep.— London Med. 
Repository. 


namely, that of 1598, are records relating to 
** Bordelles or Stewes,” so called, which 
were allowed by authority to be kept on the 
Bankside, Southwark, ‘ for the repaire of 
incontinent men to the like women,” under 
the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Winchester, 
(a goodly office for so grave a character,) 
which militates considerably against this 
idea. Stow says, (p. 331, Svo. edit.,) ‘ In 
a parliament holden at Westminster, the 
8th of Henry Second,* it was was ordayned 
by the Commons, and confirmed by the 
Kieg and Lords, that divers constitutions 
for ever should be kept within that lordship 
or franchise,t according to the old customes 
that had beene there used time out of mind. 
Among the which these following were 
some: viz. that no stewholder or his wife 
should let or stay any single woman to go 
and come freely at all times when they 
listed. No stewholder to keepe any woman 
to borde, but she to borde abroad at her 
pleasure. To take no more for the woman's 
chamber in the week than fourteene pence, 
Not to keep open his dores upon the holy 
daies. Not to keep any single woman in 
his house on the holy daies, but the bailiefe 
to see them voided out of the lordship. No 
single woman to take money to jie with any 
mun, but she lie with him all night till the 
morrow. No single woman to be kept 
agaiust ber will, that would leave her sinne. 
| No man to be drawn or inticed into any 
stewhouse. The constable, bailiefe, and 
others, every weeke to search every stew- 
house. No stewholder to keepe any woman 
that hath the perillous infirmity of burning, 
nor to sell bread, ale, flesh, fish, wood, coals, . 
or any victuailes,” &c,—Stow's Survey, 

This patent was confirmed in 1345— 
Edward 11I,; also in the reign of Richard 
the Second. *‘‘ These stewhouses belonging 
to William Walworth, then Mayor of Lon- 
don, were farmed by froes of Flaunders, and 
were spoyled by Walter Teighler.” ¢ 

Permission was again given in 1506 for 
the like houses, but in the following reiga, 
that of Henry the Eighth, they were sup- 
pressed. 

At the Bishop of Winchester’s House, 
situated on the bank, near to these ‘* Bor- 
delles,” was a register kept, for the purpose 
of having these establishments properly 
managed ; and among the directions given 
was, that “ no stewholder keep no woman 
wythynne his house, that hath any sickness 
of érouning, but that she be put out oa the 
payne of makyta fine unto the Lord of a 





ORIGIN OF THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 
It is the generally received opinion, that 
the venereal disease made its appearance in 
Europe in the year 1494; but, in Stow’s 
Survey of London, the earliest edition, 


hundred shillings.” 
The manuscript from which this passage 
is taken, is supposed to be written about the 





* 8 Henry Il. 1162. 
+ Southwark. 
+ Commonly “ Watt Tyler.” 














m 1430. The word brouning means burn- | applica 


ng, os | sw 5 oud 
te the passage taken 

the parliamentary regula- 

i enry the Second, that ‘ no stew- 


holder to keepe any woman that hath the 


perillous infirmity ,” decidedly 
proves that gonorrha@a must have been com- 
mon among the English, some time previous 
to the date of that edict, LP 


July 15, 1829. 





BRANDE’S QUARTERLY JOURNAL. 
July, 1829. 
(Concluded from page 490.) 


Ovr notice of this Journal last -week 
brought us, after skipping over an article or 
two on architectural subjects, to a paper by 
Mr. Arncer, on the Early History of the 
Steam Engine. 

‘The nations are at war, and the invention 
of this source of stupendous power and 
wealth is the point in dispute. Though 
much be not gained by the controversy, itis 
as well to have the question settled. It has 
been a bone of contention for the last cen- 
tury, and has latterly been revived with much 
earnesiness. Any country may lay claim to 
the honour that chooses, and insist in the 
face of palpable evidence to the contrary, 
on the justice of that claim ; but, that poste- 
rity may be at no loss to place the laurel 
on the right brow, the tion should be 
freed as much as possible from obscurity, 
while the means of doing so exist. Mr. 
Ainger adopts the common sense mode, of 
reviewing the various steps which have been 
from time to time mode in. the application 
of elastic vapour to the production of motive 
forces. The earliest suggestion on the sub- 
ject which is known, 1s, be says, that of 
Hero, of Alexandria, a hundred and thirty 
years before Cisrist. Mr. A. pursues the in- 
quiry from this date up tothe time of the 
Marquis of Worcester, of whose mechanical 
and other labours (more generully notorious 
as regards the steam-engine, than those of 
any other man, excepting Mr. Watt,) he 
ventures thus to speak :—‘t On the whole, 
very little credit is due to the Marquis of 
Worcester. The majority of his huodred 
projects are either alysurd or puerile : some 
are impossible to realise, many are not worth 
realising, many contain no novelty, agd se- 
veral have a taint of the perpe motion.” 
The account is carried onwards with this 
result—that the first suggestions on the sub- 
ject of steam are 2000 years old, The pre- 
tensions, therefore, of any modern country 
to the honour of having first suggested the 





STEAM.—FOSSIL SAURIANS. 


ication of steam, are altogetheridle; and, 
as regards the steam itself, not one 
of the and wasteful contrivances 
which have, year after year, up to 1707, 
received this appellation, is worth men- 
tioning, but as matter of 
The last and best of the lot is scarcely worth 
dispute, even if it had been 
wholly by one man ; but itis obviously ‘* the 
result of a succession of im ments, 80 
inconsiderable, that the whole of them do 
not exhibit a tenth part of the scientific and 
inventive resources, which are displayed in 
the ameliorations effected by Watt alone. 
From the year 1705, the steam-engine is 
confessed!y a British invention. For all 
that is refined and economical in the deve- 
lopment and application of the heat; for all 
that is ingenious in the machinery ; for all 
that is vast in the power produced, and ex- 
tensive in the purposes to which that power 
may be made subservient, it is notorious 
that the world is indebted to Great Britain.” 
The closing paper gives an account of the 
orderin which the Fossil Saurians were dis- 
covered. Various ae share the 
credit of bringing to light splendid 
series which now above ground, but both 
justice and gallantry compel the author to 
make extraordinary mention of threé: fair 
resurrectionists, to whose industry and spirit 
more is due than is owing to any other per- 
son, ‘* To Cuvier,” he observes, “* we owe 
the osteological key to these discoveries, 
but we ought ever to remember that the 
world would to this day have remained igno- 
ragt of the treasures England possessed, but 
for the patient labours of three female 
pioneers in this service, viz, M Anning, 
a dealer, Miss Congrieve and Miss Phil- 
pots, residents, who, for years, had been 
collecting and preserving these bodies from 
the wreck of the coast ; the two last with- 
out any other view than the gratification of 
a laudable curiosity, and who, with un- 
equalled liberality, communicated their col- 
lections to every man of science that visited 
the place; and it is to liberal minds like 
theirs, and Miss Bennet’s of Wiltshire, that 
we owe the first rescuing these natural 
gems from the speilers, and the consequent 
credit in which this country, on this score, 
is held by surrounding nations. They, and 
a few others, gathered the materials of this 
fabric raised to fume, and are entitled toa 
full share of the honours reaped by those 
who, without their aid, could never have 
brought them before the world, yet, some of 
whom, with a vanity that greatly impedes 
scientific pursuits, affix their own insignifi- 
cant names to every little shell they find, or 
purchase of some poor quarrier on the road 
side ; so that now we have not less than 
twenty-three fossil ammonites, that have 
little or no other description to know them 
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te Gee Re froliy somes of the supposed 
finders!” 


We agree with Mr. Cumberland, that this 
serambie for notoriety in fossil conc 
is an injury to science, and a disgrace to 
of the toy-like monuments 
which are thus mee the ‘* praise and 
of pretty little self.” 

e are eesr the conclusion of our 
labours. The ovly remaining portion of the 
Journal, except the miscellaneous intelli- 
gence, (from which, however, we shull be 
induced to make a few further extracts, ) is an 
account of the weekly meetings of the Royal 
Institution, from the 23d of January to the | 
close of the session in June; an extremely 
interesting summary of its proceedings ; 
the subjects many and various ; the results 
satisfac and valuable, Those papers, of 
which we have not yet given an outline, and 
which recommend Loaesives most strongly 
to our attention, are on the subject of Mr. 
Brown’s discovery of, apparently active 
molecules in bodies, and the electro-filtration 
of Porret, better known at this moment as 
the endosmose and exosmose of Dutrochet. 
For those who are interested in the subject 
of the metropolitan water, (and who that 
drinks it is not?) there is an account of its 
present state; there are, also, some re- 
marks on the pr ies of simple pendu- 
lums, which, to use the very intelligible lan- 
guage of the inal, are ‘‘ rendered intelli- 
gible by considerations merely mechani- 
cal ;” some account of a mode of rapidly 
sketching effects in chiaroscuro, by a pro- 
cess worth attention ; a communication on 


the subject of phonics, with some mention 
of a gentleman who whistles duets with 
great facility, thus pogsessing the advantage 


of a double tongue without a double face ; 
something on elocution; something on 
block-machinery ; something on vibration ; 
an index to an ascent of Mont Bianc, 
in which the following words occur, when 





the traveller reaches a considerable height : 
“ overpowering tendency to sleep —over- | 
whelming fatigue—great difficulty of res- 
piration, violent headach, and nausea ;”) 
some particulars of the optical experiments 
now conducting at the institution, which 
promise great improvements in telescopes, 
&c. ; and, finally, a statement on the sub. | 
ject of the superiority of the New Forest oak | 
over every r species of timber grown. | 
We postpone extracting the reports rela-_ 
tive to Brown’s and Durrocuer’s dis-| 
coveries to a more convenient season. The | 
following receipt occurs, as the result of 
iments by MM. Braconnet and 
Parisot, jor making an indelible ink :— 
“« Twenty parts of Dantzic potash were | 
dissolved in boiling water, and ten parte of 
tanned leather parings, in small pieces, with 
five parts of sublimed gulphur, added ; the 


} 


whole was boiled to dryness in an iron ves- 
sel, then heated more strongly with conti- 
nual agitation, but avoiding ignition, until 
the whole became soft ; then a proper 7 
tity of water was gradually added, and the 
whole filtered through a cloth. Jn this way 
a very dark-coloured liquor was procured, 
which may be preserved for any period in 
close vessels, and which ought to be re- 
tained in well corked vessels, constantly ex- 
cluded from the air; this presents no diffi- 
culty to its use, for a penful is sufficient to 
write a couple of quarto pages. ‘It flows 
much more freely than pA ma ink, does 
not embarrass the pen with insoluble matter, 
and resists chemical agepts in such a way 
as to merit the title of indelible ink.” 


** Chlorine, as an Antidote to Hydrocy- 
anic Acid.—The following is abstracted from 
a letter by M. Dauvergne to M. Gay Lussac, 
describing an experiment made by himself 
and M.Siméon. Two drops of bydrocyanic 
acid were put into the end of a glass tube, 
and introduced into the lachrymal gland of 
a cat; contractions immediately ‘came on; 
followed by strong tetanic convulsions ; an 

salivation took place, producing; 
through hard breathing, a thick white froth. 
The pulsations of the heart were quick, ir- 
regular, and extensive, as if each were the 
last effort of life. Inspiration was difficult 
and painful ; expiration frequent, prompt, 
and forcible. Notwithstanding this despe- 
rate state of the animal, M. Siméon was 
induced, from his previous knowledge, to 
expect good effects from the use of chlo- 
rine, and therefore introduced a considerable 
quantity into the mouth; the salivation in 
consequence ceased, the respiration became 
easy, the circulation less forced and rapids 
The animal now raised its head, which be~ 
fore it could not do; put out its tongue, and 
scented the chlorine as if it took pleasure 
in respiring a salutary and agreeable atmo- 
sphere. In this manner the symptoms gra- 
dually diminished, but as yet the cat could 
not stend up. Being exposed to the open 
air for a few minutes, it voided a large quan- 
tity of feces, gradually rose on its feet, and 
made a few tottering steps: this was in one 
hour after the poisoning. At the end of 
two hours, traces of the event were scarcely 
visible; and the next morning the cat ate, 
drank, and walked, as if in perfect health, — 
no signs of the effect of the previous day 
remaining.” 

* Vocal Sounds after Death.—M. Main- 
gault states that, in experiments made with 
the larynxian tube, he had occasion to ob- 
serve’ @ phenomenon noticed by M. Dutro- 
chet, namely, that when air was forcibly 
thrown into the lungs of a dead infant, or 
animal, the air, when thrown out again 


through the larynx, produced @ sound ava- 








logous to that produced by the infant or 
animal in the living state.” 
Cold on New. born Children.— | 
“ Dr. Trevisan has been making researches 
in Italy, principally at Castel-Franco, ana- 
us to those of iat. Villermé and Milne | 
wards, in France. The conclusions at 
which he arrives are—I. In Italy, of 100 
infants, born in December, January, and 
February, 66 died in the first month, 15 in 
the course of the year, and 19 survived ; 
11, Of 100 born in spring, 48 survive the 
first year; II, Of 100 born in summer, 83 
survive the first year ; 1V. Of 100 born in 
avtumn, 58 survive the first twelve months. 
He attributes this mortality of the infants 
solely to the practice of exposing them to 
cold air a few days after their birth for the 
of having them baptised at the 
church, As well as MM, Milne Edwards 
and Villermé, Dr. Trevisan calls the atten- 
tion of the ecclesiastical authority to mea- | 
sures suited to put a stop to such disasters | 
without violating the precepts or practices | 
of religion.” 





| 





PATENT MEDICINE DUTIES AND INFORMERS, | 
° . | 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sre,—In accordance with the promise 1 


gave you in my last, I now proceed to make | 


a few observations on the ‘‘ Medicine Stamp | 


Act.” 

When an informer lays an information, 
the worthy clerks of the Stamp Uffice ques- 
tion him as to his name and address, but in 
a manner which, it is at once convincing 
enough to the hearer, there is little occasion 
for. When they make out a “ good case,” 
the plan pursued is, to summon the offender 
to the Court of Exchequer, on such a day, 
where he is to attend with his solicitor to 
defend the action, viz., ‘ the Attorney Ge- 
neral versus Yourself, under a fine of £100.” 
This, Sir, is the puffing summons sent by 
the Solicitor of Stamps ; puffing it may well 
be called, for it is never put into effect; it 
acts merely as an organ of terror to the af- 
frighted defeudant. Thus do these precious 
worthies bully and bluster, The defendant, 
thinking it would be madness to defend an 
action where the Attorney General is 
plaintiff, petitions the Commissioners oi 
Stamps for a mitigation of the penalty, 
(£10), which he almost invariably obtains, 
to £4, 

The following are some of the articles 
which must bear a stamp :— 

1, All patent medicines, numbering 553 ; * 
and the apothecary may not sell any small 








* This list my be purchased at Shaw's. 
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quantity (though not of the original article) 
under the patent name, without a stamp. 

2. No article must be vended to whichis 
prefixed a label describing it to be a specific 
for any disease, provided the person so vend- 
ing pretends to any secret science of prepar< 
ing the same. 

3. All lozenges sold with an intent to re- 
lieve pain, or remove any malady, excepting 
ginger and peppermint lozenges; but not 
those if they ore recommended as specifics. 
All other articles of confectionary may be 
sold. 

4. “The water clause.”—Soda, Seidlitz 
water, and powders, snd indeed any effer- 
vescing draught or powder, sold under what- 
soever name, or mixed in whatsoever man- 
ner.—This is the quibbling clause. An in- 
former comes into your shop, and requests 
you to make him a dozen soda powders ; on 
your proceeding to stamp them, he objects 
to it, and begins cursing the Government 
and stamps altogether, and swears he will not 
pay threepence fora stamp. I have known 
an apothecary, ignorant of this quibble, re- 
quest permission to add a small quantity of 
magnesia to each powder, supposing this to 
take off the liability ; after a little ving 
the informer submits to this, and away he 
goes and lays an information. 

Another quibble is that of coming into the 
shop and requesting you to give him a quan- 
tity of carbonated soda and water ; when he 
has stirred a portion of the soda in the water, 
he asks for a little tartaric acid to make «it 
pleasant. Having drunk this, the villain 
runs off to the Stamp Office, and swears you 
have so!d him soda water. 

There are many other quibbles which the’ 
apothecary must be aware of. I caution 
every one to be extremely watchful, for in- 
formers are ever on the alert. © A plan for 
remedying these evils I will submit for your 
inspection next week, and am, Sir, ; 

Yours truly, 
J.F.C. 





IMPROVED TOOTH FORCEPS. 


_—— 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Derby, July 10th, 1829. 
Sin,—I transmit to you a description of 
a pair of tooth forceps, which I had made 
some time since, and which have completely 
answered to my satisfaction. Should you 
think it of sufficient importance to be com- 
muuicated to the public, I shall be much 
obliged by the following paper being in- 
serted in your valuable Journal. 
am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
, Doveras Fox, - 
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During several years, I have paid con- 
siderable attention to the various instru- 
meats employed to extract teeth, and have, 
like most others, come to the conclusion, 


nary cases, be used with satisfaction, name- 
ly, the key and the forceps. I have long 
been convinced, the forceps employed by 
Mr. Cartwright must be considered the 
most t instrument by which the mo- 
lares can be removed, but | am well = 
few persons are able to make use 
b > in their t form, in an expert 
manner ; it is only in the powerful and skil- 
ful hand of such an operator as Cartwright 
that teeth can be extracted by them with 
to the patient, or satisfaction to 
the operator. This I consider does not arise 
from-the principle of the instrument being 
incorrect, but the difficulty of holding 
firmly the handles of the forceps when much 
exertion is necessary, and also from the 
rof the hand and arm not being em- 


culties hitherto experienced in using Cart- 
wright’s forceps. 1 have for some time used 
it, and consider it embraces the various pro- 
ies required in an instrument intended 

to extract the molares. , 
Before describing the forceps in question, 
I beg fo make a few remarks relative to the 
properties of the common key and the for- 
ceps. The key is doubtless an instrument 
which will, in many instances, extract a 
tooth with greater expedition than any other, 
and frequently with as much elegance, but 
from the nature of its action it has two very 
great imperfections attendant upon it, the 
first of which is, the occasional tearing away 
a considerable portion of the alveolar pro- 
cess, either the tooth, or so that it is 
i to be afterwards removed ; the se- 
is, that when the tooth has been nearly 
extracted, it is not unfrequentl 'y 
to finish the operation by the forceps, which 
arises from the tooth not being completely 
removed after having turned the key as far 
as is practicable, and this will often be the 
case, although the tooth is severed from the 
jaw as much as possible by the operator dur- 
ing the time the rotary motion is given. 
These are the two grand objections against 
the key, the former of which scarcely ever 
occurs, the latter never, with the forceps. 
If the points of the forceps are not too sharp, 
and if they are applied a little beyond the 
body of the tooth, there will not be a greater 
chance of breaking the tooth than with the 
key. The principal advantages which the 
over the key are these, the 
tooth is extracted in a more perpendicular 
direction, which prevents the alveolar pro- 
cess being much injured ; the tooth is ex- 
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tracted by them without the assistance of 
apy other instrument. After the gum has 
been lanced, they are applied to the tooth 
with much greater facility, and are much 
less apt to slip from the tooth during the 
Operation than the key. 

The instrument which I recommend is 
this, that instead of forceps having the 
curved handles of Cartwright’s instrument, 
they should have them as nearly straight as 

ible, so that they will admit a spring to 

placed between them, as is generally 
done, to keep the points of the instrument 
asunder, before their oppnentien to a tooth ; 
that at the end of each handle a cross handle 
should be fixed at right angles, something 
in the form of the letter T ; each of these 
cross handles should be similar to half the 
handle of the key instrument, so that when 
the two handles on the forceps are grasped 
by the operator, they may be used like that 
of the common key. By this alteration, the 
full power of the hand and arm may be 
exerted, without the fear of the instrument 
slipping in the operator's hand ; it alsogives 
greater and steadier power in using the 
forceps as a lever, in the latter part of the 
operation. ‘The parts of the instrument 
which grasp the should be similar to 
Cartwright’s, from which to the rivet should 
be one inch and a half, and from the rivet 
to the other extremity four inches and a 
half. The parts of the instrument last named 
should not have any sharp edges left, other- 
wise the operators fingers would be hurt 
when much exertion is made. ‘The cross 
handles may be either permanently fixed, or 
made to take off for the convenience of car- 
trying them ; this may be effected in a simi- 
lar manner to the key instrument, or accord- 
ing to the fancy of the maker. 

n using the forceps, they should be ap- 
plied just upon the origin of the fangs ; then 
grasp the handles of the forceps with the 
right hand, exactly as would be done with 
the key ; at the same time, hold the instru- 
ment between the fingers and thumb of the 
left hand, as near the patient’s mouth as 
possible. Where the case admits of it, it is 
well to rest one or two fingers of this hand 
on the patient’s front teeth; having done 
thus much, give a rotatory motion to the 
instrument, as if the key were made use of, 
only not to the same extent; let it be suf- 
ficient to enable the operator to feel that 
the tooth is moved in the jaw ; then reverse 
the action, so as to move the tooth in the 
opposite direction, and still further to de- 
tach it; having, by these means, loosened 
the tooth, extract it perpendicularly from 
the jaw, by using the forceps as a lever, 
making the fingers and thumb of the left 
hand the fulcram. This mode of using the 
forceps is, I believe, that generally recom- 
mended, 
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Some documents, explanatory of the con: 
tention between the Council of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, and the medical officers 
of the Western Hospital, will be found at 
page 533 of this day’s Lawcer. The Col- 
lege, it appears, refuses to recognise the 
certificates of attendance on the surgical 
practice of the latter Institution, Mr. 
Sleigh, the senior surgeon, believing this to 
be an act of injustice and oppression on the 
part of the Council, has presented a pe- 
tition te the King, praying for his Majesty's 
interference. Previous to entering into 
consideration of the merits of the question 
between the belligerents, it may be of im- 
portance to look back to the relative posi- 
tion of the parties in the year 18%4, when 
the College, with its characteristic liberality, 
declared that it would receive no eertifi- 
cates of attendance on anatomical and sur- 
gical lectures, unless the school, in which 
they were delivered, was acknowledged or 
approved by the medical establishment of 
one of the seven great London Hospitals, At 
that period, Mr. Sleigh formed a school of 
surgery near St, George's Hospital, and as 
the medical establishment of that Hospital 
would not recognise or acknowledge his 
theatre, the College refused to receive his 
certificates. At length, however, the worthy 
Council, dreading publicity, yielded, and 
Mr. Sleigh became one of the recognised 
teachers. During the contest, this gentle- 
man wes loud in his denunciations against 
the College, but after the recognition of his 
testimonials, we heard little or nothing of 
his opposition ; he did pot attend the Sur- 
gical Reform Meeting in 1826, at the Free- 
masons’ Tavern; he did not sign the Sur- 
geons’ Petition to the Legislature, praying 
for the abrogation of the College Charter ; 
and in truth, we have every reason to be- 





lieve that he was well pleased to participate 
in the advantages, though small, of # most 
famous monopoly. Mr. Sleigh, we are sorry 
to say, in thus conducting himself, did not 
stand alone, for there were several other pri- 
vate teachers who were equally vociferous 
against the vile regulations promulgated by 
the Council, until their lectures were recog- 
nised, when their hostility also was at an 
end. We do not mention these circum- 
stances with any invidious feelings, because 
we entertain great respect for the talents 
and industry of many of these gentle- 
men; but we think it right to make 
them known to the profession, as the 
reader can scarcely form a correct esti- 
mate of the conduct of the Council un- 
less that of its opponents be also taken into 
consideration. Besides, if the past treat, 
ment of the profession by the Council, will 
permit us to form any correct notion of what 
its conduct will be under future circum- 
stances, we may probably form a tolerably 
correct conjecture of what will be the future 
behaviour of some of the opponents of the 
College, if they be again influenced by mo- 
tives similar to those by which their actions 
were governed on former occasions, Mr, 
Sleigh, then, having obtained the recogni- 
tion of his certificates, was lost to the 
surgical reformers, and we heard little of 
him for a long time, except in connexion 
with some squabbles at St. George’s Hospi- 
tal. In one instance, (Hammond’s case,) he 
teok part with the public against one or two 
of the surgeons of St. George’s Hospital, 
and on two occasions he tried to obtain the 
office of assistant surgeon in that Hospital. 
Failing of success on both of these occa- 
sions, and labouring under en impression 
that he had been treacherously dealt with 
on the last, he was disappointed and en- 
raged, and vowed he would start an “ opro- 
sition nosprraL.” Mr. Sleigh, with his 
usual industry, immediately set to work, 
mustered his friends, and selected Nutsford 
Place, near Bryanstone Square, aa the 
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theatre for his grand undertaking. The in- 
tended charity was advertised ; Lords, Dow- 
agers, and Old maids, who seldom forego 
such an opportunity of displaying their 
names in print, forwarded their subscrip- 
tions ; carpenters and bricklayers were put 
into requisition, and, as if at the stroke 
of an enchanter’s wand, a hospital, capa- 
ble of containing ‘* one hundred beds,” 
suddenly arose to the astonished view of 
the natives. It was opened for the recep- 
tion of patients in’ August, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-seven. Subse- 
quently, his Majesty and the Dukes of 
Sussex and Gloucester, became patrons, 
the Duke of Wellington, president, and it is 
now supported by a large body of the nobi- 
lity. Since the institution was first opened, 
the wards, we understand, have been much 
better constructed for ventilation, and the 
building has been enlarged, so as to render 
it capable of containing from one hundred 
and sixty, to one hundred and seventy beds, 
and it would appear that the Institution is 
firmly established. Mr. Sleigh continues 
his lectures on anatomy and surgery, either 
in or contiguous to the Hospital, certificates 
of which are still recognised at the College. 
About twelve months back, he applied to 
the Council to obtain a similar recognition 
for the certificates of attendance on the sur- 
gical practice of his Hospital, but this was 
refused. He has renewed his application 
from time to time, but with no better suc- 
cess. A short time since, the College ap- 
pointed a deputation from their body to 
inspect the Hospital. The gentlemen se- 
lected for this mission, were Mr. Samuel 
Cooper, Mr. Copeland, and Mr. Andrews, 
After they had furnished the College with 
their report of the capacity and condition of 
the Hospital, the Council still persisted in 
refusing to recognise certificates of attend- 
ance on its surgical practice. Under these 
circumstances, Mr. Sleigh has thought it 
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of the profession, but he has also presented 
a petition to the King, praying his “‘ Ma- 
jesty’s protection to shield him from that 
arbitrary body,” the Council of the College. 
We have inserted both documents at length. 
Mr. Sleigh’s petition was dated June 29th, 
and, on the 3d of July, he was coolly in- 
formed by Mr. William Peel, that it had 
been laid before the King, and had been 
referred by his Majesty’s command to the 
Royal College of Surgeons, where his Ma- 
jesty, of course, had good reasons for be- 
lieving his petitioner would find nothing but 
impartial justice. Agreeably with an ad- 
vertisement which appeared on the cover of 
this Journal last week, and a letter ad- 
dressed to the members of the profession, 
inviting them to visit the Hospital, * that 
by recording their impartial opinion, the 
illiberal attempts now making by the Council 
of the College of Surgeons to crush the Hos- 
pital might be counteracted,” a public meet- 
ing of the profession was held at the Hos- 
pital on Monday last, when there were pre- 
sent from seventy to eighty gentlemen, who, 
after having carefully inspected the esta- 
blishment, unanimously adopted a resolution 
to the following effect :— 

** Resolved,—That this meeting, havin 
carefully imspected the whole of this build- 
ing, do consider it as to situation, ventile- 
tion, arrangement of the beds, number of 
windows, size of the wards, areas, water- 
closets, and other conveniences, perfectly 
well adapted for all the purposes of an hos- 

ital, for the accommodation of at least one 
dred patients.” 

The Council, notwithstanding the whole 
of these measures, and the unfavourable 
light in which their conduct is viewed by 
the profession at large, remains inexorable. 
The foregoing is a faithful account of the 
facts connected with these transactions, A 
few remarks are necessary. 

Had Mr. Sleigh continued steady in sup- 
porting the cause of surgical reform, his 
claims on the Council, on the present occa- 


his duty not only to publish a “ state- | sion, would have been backed by the whole 
ment” on the subject for the information | profession—a profession which most cor- 
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dially and sincerely hates the despicable 
oligarchy by which it has been so long op- 
pressed and degraded. If the members 
generally, therefore, look upon this contest 
with indifference, the fault rests alone with 
Mr. Sleigh, whose opposition terminated 
with the recognition of his certificates. 
But is the system upon which Mr. Sleigh 
would act, at all purer, or more free from 
objection than that by which the decision 
of the College is governed? What says 
Mr, Sleigh in his “‘ statement?” He writes 
thus :—*‘ In conformity with this regula- 
tion, (the hospital clause,) they (the Coun- 
cil) have nominated, or what they term re- 
cognised, certain metropolitan hospitals, all 
of which have, up to this period, in every 
instance, been held by members of the 
Council themselves, so that the members of 
the Council derive, veny rrorraty, by 
the attendance of pupils at these their hospi- 
tals, CONSIDERABLE EMOLUMENTS.” ’Sdeath! 
What have we here? Surely this is not 
the language of Mr. Sleigh. But let us go 
back for a moment. Does not the reader 
recollect the advertisements which have, 
from time to time, appeared in Tus Lan- 
cet, respecting the surgical practice of the 
Western Hospital? Has it not been again 
and again announced by Mr. Sleigh himself, 
that the attendance on the surgical practice 
of his hospital is FREE? And is this the 
man to tell us that the members of the 
Council derive, “‘ very properly, by the at- 
tendance of pupils at their hospital, con- 
siderable emoluments?” Shame, shame, 
Mr. Sleigh. You must have been dream- 
ing ; or, are we to understand by this con- 
fession of yours, that the moment your hos- 
pital certificates are recognised, you also 
mean to derive, ‘‘ very properly, consider- 
able emoluments, by the attendance of pu- 
pils” at your hospital, the Royal Western 
Hospital, the rree hospital? Bad enough 
is it for any surgeon to derive ‘‘ consider- 
able emolument” by indirect means, from 
any public institution; but it is an infa- 





members of the Council in pocketing at 
their own hospitals, fees extorted from im- 
poverished students. But thus it is; the 
same individuals are the surgeons of our 
hospitals, the lecturers on anatomy and sur- 
gery, and the councillors of our College. 
Hence, in their latter capacity, these right 
worthy and disinterested beings, very com- 
placently and unwearily, frame regulations 
for their own exclusive benefit. Sir Astley 
Cooper, Mr. Abernethy, and Bobby Keate, 
of the College, say to Sir Astley Cooper, 
Mr. Abernethy, and Bobby Keate, of Guy’s, 
Bartholomew’s, and St. George’s Hospitals, 
“We have taken care of you; we will 
take no certificates but yours; you shall 
get all the fees; we have entirely ‘ done 
up’ the country bospitals, by requiring from 
their officers certificates of ‘‘ four years’ at- 
tendance.” Thus these gentry pocket the fees 
paid for the surgical practice, the fees paid 
for the dresserships, amounting to about 
three hundred pounds a year to each sur- 
geon, the fees paid for the anatomical 
demonstrations, the fees paid for anatomi- 
cal, lectures, the fees paid for the surgical 
lectures, and, lastly, they pocket the fee of 
twenty-two guineas for the diploma ;—and 
this is what Mr. Sleigh calls ‘‘ considerable 
emoluments, very properly derived.” If this 
be his real opinion, we sincerely hope that 
the College will never recognise his certifi- 
cates ; because, were they to do so, the pur- 
poses to which the Royal Western Hospi- 
tal would soon be converted, are but 
tooobvious. Hes not Mr. Sleigh enough of 
sagacity to discover, that the very sys- 
tem which he applauds, has led to the 
non-recognition of his Hospital? If the 
members of the Council did not pocket the 
fees of the surgical students at the other 
hospitals. would they object to an acknow- 
ledgment of the certificates from his ? Strange 
blindness, But let us direct attention to 
the College for a moment, When will 
these men arrive at the termination of their 
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dirty course? Are they still resolved to 
outrage the feelings of the profession, and 
bid defiance to public opinion? Or are they 
foolish enough to believe, that because they 
have elected into their body two or three 
gentlemen of splendid talents and unbend- 
ing integrity, the profession generally will 
not detect the real character of their pro- 
ceedings? They may deceive themselves, 
but they cannot deceive others. We should 
like much to hear the reasons stated, for 
the recognition of the certificates of the 
Westminster Hospital, and the reasons for 
the refusal of the certificates of the Western. 
The Western Hospital contains upwards of 
one hundred patients, while the Westmin- 
ster Hospital contains only eighty-two.— 
The former is situated in a much more 
healthy neighbourhood, it is a much cleaner 
hospital, and it is infinitely better ventilat- 
ed. Besides, although the Westminster 
Hospital contains eighty-two beds, it is 
a notorious fact, that of those beds only 
forty are appropriated to surgical patients, 
and the surgeons’ pupils are restricted from 
attending the other patients belonging to 
the other forty-two beds, unless they pay 
a separate fee of some twenty or five-and- 
twenty pounds to the physicians ; and this 
is denominated the medical practice. Thus 
then the mere surgeons’ pupil, at the West- 
minster, has the opportunity of attending 
forty patients only, while the surgeons,’ 
pupil of the Western Hospital has the 
privilege of attending upwards of one 
hundred patients, and that without fee, 
for at this latter institution, the whole 
of the practice, that is, both medical and 
surgical wards, is Free both to surgical and 
‘to medical students. ‘The objection, there- 
fore, to the Western Hospital, cannot be 
found either in its size, its'‘accommodations, 
or in the number of its patients. ‘The in- 
quiry, then, must be extended, and atten- 
tion is naturally directed to the officers. 
But we are equally at a loss to discover any 
ground of objection on the score of incapa- 





city in the surgeons of the Western, as it 
cannct be denied that Mr. Sleigh is at least 
equal in talent to Messrs. Lynn, Carlisle, 
and Guthrie; and if we turn to other hos- 
pitals, we may say; equal to Messrs. Head- 
ington, Blizard, Andrews, Hawkins, Mayo, 
Joe Burns, and Bransby Cooper. But Mr, 
Steigh labours under the great disadvantage 
of having neither uncle nor cousin in the 
College to push his interests. He is not one 
of the favoured tribe, but a man who has 
committed the sin, in the eyes of the Col- 
lege, of having made his way in the world 
by his talents and industry. The four sur- 
geons of the Westminster—of that wretched 
institution—to sit in judgment on the claims 
of a surgeon belonging to a rival school! 
Will the profession tamely submit to this 
tyranny, or will the members arise from their 
lethargy, and force their wrongs upon the 
attention of the legislature? Reform must 
come, but it must come from without. The 
Council will never reform itself. The abro- 
gation of the Charter is the only remedy, 
and that cannot be obtained, unless by the 
interference of Parliament. 











Tue reports of operations performed at 
Guy’s Hospital, inserted in this week’s 
Lancer, merit attention. 
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Statement. 


* Iw 1827, I established on my own re- 
sponsibility, to the amount of some thou- 
sands of pounds, the Royal Western Hos- 
pital: the necessity for which, and the good 
it has already done, the annexed documents 
testify. 

Th Couacil of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, have a law relative to the 
qualifications of candidates for their di- 
ploma—‘ That the surgical practice of an 
hospital will be received by them, provided 
such hospital contains at ieast a hundred 
patients.’ In conformity with this regula- 
tion they have nominated, or what they 
termed recognised, certain Metropolitan 
Hospitals, all of which have, up to this 
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pied, in every instance, been held by 
embers of the Council themselves, so that 
the Members of the Council derive, very 
properly, by the attendance of pupils at 
these their hospitals, considerable emolu- 
ments, Hitherto no hospital in this metro- 
polis, except those just alluded to, until the 
Royal Western Hospital was established, 
could require, as coming within that regu- 
lation, the recognition of the Council. 

I do not complain of the nature of this 
regulation, as [ consider it a very judicious 
one ; but I complain of the want + common 
justice on the part of the Council, in vio- 
lating the promise implied in that regule- 


tion; for relying on it, and on the verbal 
declaration to the same effect, of many of 
the Council invidually,* 1 felt confidence in 
undertaki 
tablishi 

thet che 


the vast responsibility of es- 
hospital. For be it observed, 
it has been certified to the 





That it is admirably constructed for ven~ 
tilation, and that it is well situated, are 
proved by the successful issue of almost all 
the diseases that have been treated in a! 
and by the very respectable testimony 
the Rev. Dr. Fawssett. 

Having stated these facts, it does not bee 
come me to say what has influenced the 
Council in their decision ; and although I 
have reflected upon the Council as a body, 
yet 1 know there are several members of it 
who disapprove of the proceeding : e-§- 
this day (June 22, 1829) Mr. Copeland, 
who is one of the Council, and who was de- 
puted by them to inspect this hospital, 
stated to me, in the presence of Mr. Tru- 
man, my colleague, ‘ that he could see no 
reason for their not recognising it, and for 
his part he thought they ought to do so, 

W. W. Sceicu. 

Upwards of four thousand patients have 





Council on oath that this hospital contains | been relieved since it was opened in the 
upwards of a hundred patients, thus coming | latter end of 1827.” 

within that regulation ; and although vari- 
ous documents relative to the nature of the. 
institution, the vast good it has done, and is | 
doing, have been laid before them, yet they | ** May it please your Majesty, 
continue, to my great disadvantage, and to! Your Majesty's humble petitioner, yield- 
the great prejudice and injury of the hospi- |ing to no man in sincerity of affection, of 
tal, after repeated solicitation, to refuse to fidelity, and of attachment to your Majesty’s 
recognise it, and that without assigning any | person and government, presumes to ap- 
Treason whatever, | proach your Majesty’s throne. 

They must be influenced either by public} A few surgeons obtained from your Ma- 
or private considerations ; if by the former, jesty’s royal parent, in 1800, a charter, 
they can justify their conduct only by say- under the term of the ‘ Royal College of 
ing either—ist. That the hospital does not Surgeons in London,’ for the purpose of 
come within their regulation—or, 2d. That promoting science, rendering impartial jus- 
its surgeons are not competent—or, Srdly,)tice to its members, and protecting your 
That it ig not calculated to do good. | Majesty's subjects against empiricism. This 

The first is disproved by the affidavit be- | charter hes not as yet been ratified by act 
fore alluded to; and that it even exceeds in| of Parliament. The successors to the above 
opportunities for the acquirement of pro-| persons, amounting to twenty-one, have 
fessional knowledge, some of those their! formed themselves into a council, amenable 
favoured hospitals, is proved by the fact| neither to the members at large, nor to any 
that the Westminster Hospital does not con- of your Majesty’s courts of justice—capa- 
tain a hundred beds, hence does not come | ble of making what laws best suit their own 
within the spirit nor the letter of their law ; | interest ; thus presenting a ruling body, as 
yet it is recognised—its four surgeons are | equally inconsistent with the spirit of their 
members of the Couneil. eharter as with the glorious principles of the 

‘The second is disproved by the fact, that | British constitution, 
all the surgeons of the Royal Western Hos-| Your Majesty’s petitioner, encouraged by 
pital are members of their own College, and and relying on the promise implied io the 
the senior surgeon not only a member since | following regulation of the Council, « That 
1816, but for many years one of their re-|an hospital, containing one hundred pa- 
cognised lecturers on anatomy and surgery. | ents, should be recognised by them,’ esta- 

The third is disproved by the following! blished, in 1827, on his own individual re- 
facts :—ist. That it has done, and is doing, | sponsibility, to the amount of several thou- 
immense good to the poor, ina neighbour-!sunds of pounds, the Royal Western Hos- 
hood that imperatively required it, the testi-| pital, in a part of this metropolis which, 
mony of the rector of the parish—the Rey. | according to the testimony of the Rector of 
Dr, Dibdin, proves. the parish,* was totally destitute of such an 

* Particularly Sir Astley Cooper, Mr.| * Wyndham Place, March 20th, 182¢9.— 
Abemethy, Sir Anthony Carlisle, aad Mr. |! beg leave to state, that the Royal Western 
Lyna, Hospita!, Bryaustone Square, has, since it 
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institation, and which has, according to the 
same a = — 
thousand destitute sick. Hitherto no hos- . 
pital in this metropolis, except those to To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 

which the members of the Council them-| S1a,—So many communications have ap- 
selves belong, until the Royal Western was| peared in your Journal, on the physiology 
estublished, could require, as coming within|of the brain, and on the relation it bears to 
that regulation, the recognition of the Coun- | the mind, &c., that it may seem unnecessary 
cil ; so that the members of the Council de- | to devote another of its valuable columns to 
rive, by the attendance of pupils at these the subject; but, as nothing like a satis- 
their oy considerable emoluments. factory adjustment of the question has been 

They have been repeatedly solicited to| 


effected, | hope you will not oppose your 

recognise this hospital as coming within | influence to its free discussion, by refusing 
their regulation, yet they refuse to do 80, | insertion to the present article. As some 
and that without assigning any reason | of the opinions of Mr. Dermott have had no 
whatever; thus endeavouring to crush the | share of the notice of such of your corre- 
humble exertions, in the cause of science and | spondents as bave pretended to answer him, 
of humanity, of your Majesty's petitioner. | and, moreover, as those neglected cpinions 
And this course they adopt while they |are the opinions, the truth or falsehood of 
recognise a hospital which does not contain | which it is most important to ascertain, to 
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a hundred beds, hence does not come within 
either the spirit or letter of their law ; but 
its four surgeons are members of the Coun- 
cil. Although your Majesty’s petitioner has 
reflected on the Council as a body, ‘ yet he 
has reason to believe, that Sir A. Cooper, | 
Sir W. Blizard, Mr. Abernethy, and Mr. 
Copeland, do not approve of this act of in-| 
justice,’ indeed the last of these, who was 
deputed by them to inspect this hospital, | 
stated, ‘ that he could see no reason for 
their not recognising it, and for his part he | 
thought they ought todo so.’ 
Your Majesty's petitioner having in vain 
appealed to their laws, honour, justice, and 


them my observations will be more espe- 
cially directed. Mr. Dermott believes in 
the existence of a soul, but maintains, that 
so long as organic life continues, it remains 
dormant and inactive ; and asserts, that no- 
thing more than matter, i.e. brain, is ne- 
cessary to account for all the corporeal and 
mental actions of man during his sublenary 
existence. But to prevent any unfairness, 
or misrepresentation, Mr. Dermott shall 
speak for himself:—‘* We take away the 
cerebrum, and we take away at once the 
perception, thought, and memory ; we take 
away the cerebellum (without the cerebrum) 
and we take away judgment, for these ac- 


charter, now most humbly implores we | tions are nothing else than the organic fune- 
Majesty's protection, by shielding him from | tions of these several parts of the brain.” — 
an arbitrary body, who, actuated by selfish |«* By exciting the circulation in the brain, 
views, amenable to none but to your Ma- its functions, or mental powers, are quick- 
jesty, and equally regardless of the princi- | ened.’’—* All the intellectual faculties are 
ples of common justice, as of the spirit of | the organic functions of the cerebrum.” 
their charter, endeavour to crush the hum-| Now I maintain, that it is impossible for 
ble exertions of your Majesty's petitioner, any man, who tells you in sober verity that 
who will ever pray, as in duty bound, &c. | he holds the above opinions, to be any thing 
W. W.Sreica. |else than a materialist, that is to say, he 
|must believe in the adequacy of matter to 
the production of all those operations which 
we are accustomed to term mental, as re- 


June 29, 1829. 


Whitehall, July 3, 1829. 

Sir,—I am directed, by Mr. Secretary | flection, judgment, recollection, &c., and the 
Peel, to inform you, that your petition, re- | materialist contends for nothing more. In 
lative to the Royal Western Hospital, has subversion of this part of the doctrine of 
been laid before the King, and is referred, Mr. Dermott, I shall endeavour to convince 
by his Majesty’s command, to the Royal, him of the truth of the trite position, ‘* That 


College of Surgeons. | matter cannot think.” The arguments which 
| have been brought forward, by the advocates 

- |of an opposite opinion, are of two kinds, the 
was opened in 1827, rendered essential ser- first of which runs thus—If the kidneys can 
vice to the of this district, which be-| secrete urine, the liver bile, &c., why may 
fore then had been totally destitute of such | not the brain produce thought? I shall at- 
an institation. It has already relieved up- | tempt to show the fallacy of this reasoning. 
wards of three thousand five hundred. 1| We will suppose that aa impresion is made 
cannot but consider it peculiarly deserving on some part of the body, from whence it 
of every support. is conveyed to the brain, through the me- 
Tuos. Frooratt Dispix, D.D. | diumof the intervening nerves, Very well, 

Rector of St. Mary’s, Bryanstone Square. | Now, say those acute reasoners, by this im- 


Wituiam Peer. 
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536 THE BRAIN,—LITHOTOMY, 


pression, some peculiar and wonderful action 
1s excited in the cerebrum, or cerebellum, 
or in both, and the subject of the operation 
thinks ; that is to say, when man reflects 
his soul ‘is not in avy manner adjuvant to 
the nervous mass, Admitting that an im- 
pression made externally exerts an influence 
over the brain, the only possible result of 
such impression would be, the induction of 





motion in the organ, (i.e, excitement of its 


that the loss of certain portions of the brain» 
to all appearance, renders the mental powers 
of the person sustaining it, imperfect, it does 
not, by any means, follow that such powers 
owe their existence to matter only. I main-* 
tain, that there is such a thing as the soul, 
by which I mean that priaciple, whatever 
its appellation may be, which enables man 
to reflect. Now, though we cannot tell 
what this principle is, we can tell what it is 


vessels), and the only possible result of this | not, and every man who reflects at all must 
motion would be, the exudation or secre-|be convinced, that it is not called into ex- 
tion of some fluid, or thé removal of some |istence by matter. I regard the nervous 
part of the brain itself, or the deposition of system as the medium of communication 
additional substance. Matter can exist in only, between the mind and things external, 
two states only, in a state of motion and in| In order that two minds may hold commus 
a state of rest. In the quiescent condition, | nion together, it has pleased the Almighty 
it may be said to be passive and without | to make two nervous systems necessary, so 
any influence; and when in motion, it may, | long, atleast, as we remain onearth. 1 say 
to a certain extent, change the situation of} not, that in injuries to the brain, the soul is 
surrounding matter; that is, it may, by | injured too, or in any manner influenced or 
hounding against them, throw other par- | changed, but that the brain is thereby ren- 
ticles into motion, but it cannot create any | dered less subservient to the uses of the 
thing. No man, I think, will object to the} soul—that the isthmus over which it passes 
position, that matter is incapable of spon- | to another soul is destroyed. To me it seems 
taneous motion. Suppose I place a bail in| an outrage to the understanding, to conclud 
the middle ofa room, and, by rolling another | that if the brain be destro ed the mind is 
ball against it, effect a change in its posi-| destroyed too ; my own individual opinion 
tion; the immediate cause of the change of is, that the thinking principle remains per- 
position of the first ball is the impulse of| fect and entire, and that the road alone, 
the second, but the remote cause is the soul, | leading to and from this principle, is de- 
which, desiring to move the first ball, makes | stroyed. ; 
use of the second, the instrument only, to I have the honour to be, &e. 
effect its purpose. A man shall retire to/ Epwis Foster, 
his closet, and cal! to mind ideas which | Leeds, Yorkshire, July 8tb, 1829. 
have, at some preceding period, engaged his | 
attention. Now, supposing thought to be 
the result of some peculiar movement of the 
brain, how, seeing that matter is incapable | 
of spontaneous motion, is that action of the | 
cerebral mass established, which is neces- | 
sary to the before-mentioned intellectual | 
operation, or, in other words, to the exer- Jury 14. Operations having been ane 
cise of memory? How subtle soever the! nounced for this day, at about one o'clock 
adaptation or arrangement of matter might | there was a large assemblage of pupils col- 
be, it is as difficult to conceive that it could} lected in and about the theatre of the hos- 
produce thought, as that two and two are/| pital, and soon after it became crowded to 
five, or any other impossibility. Asmatter,|excess. The first patient (labouring under 
then, cannot produce that which is immate-| symptoms of stone) was now brought into 
rial, and as our ideas are immaterial, it ne-| the theatre, and placed upon the operating 
cessarily follows, that there is something| table. His visage was immediately recog- 
else than matter, and this something I call, nised, he having been seen similarly situ- 
the soul, which is eternal, is at present| ated three times before;* he was, how- 
in some mysterious, and, to us, perfectly | ever, imjroved in appearance, and his coun- 
incomprehensible manner, connected with a/ tenance bespoke a much better state of 
tenement of clay, but which will, here- | health than at either of the former periods, 
after, exist unshackled by all earthly bends, ut was still expressive of wildness, and 
and which will form what is scripturally 
denominated the spiritual body. * This is the person mentioned in Tue 
I now proceed to make a few comments; Lancer for June 13, page 350, as having 
on the remaining arguments which material- | b-en brought in to undergo the operation of 
ists adduce in favour of the doctrine of the | lithotomy, with symptoms of disease of the 
all-sufficient power of brain, and which || kidneys, and ulceration of the mucous mem- 











GUY’S HOSPITAL, 


LITHOTOMY, 





have quoted from Mr. Dermott into the 
early part of this paper, Now, admitting 


brane of the bladder, but in whom the stone 
could not be detected at the time, 





LITHOTOMY.—NEW UNDER LIP. 


anxiety. The patient, apparently about 
thirty ove of age, was then bound for 
the operation, and there seemed a deal of 
bustle on the occasion. Surgeons, and sur- 
geons’ friends, dressers, French visitors, 
and interlopers, filled the space around the 
table—in fact, the whole foreground was 
occupied by one mass of animals. There 
was soon a general outcry throughout the 
gallery and upper rows—“ hats off,” “« down 
beads,” “‘ dressers’ heads down,” was loudly 
vociferated from different parts of the 
theatre. 

The sound was first passed into the blad- 
der, and the presence of a stone having been 
confirmed, the sound was removed, and the 

wed staff introduced, and held in situ by 
fir. Morgan. The operator (Mr. B. Cooper) 
then commenced his incisions in the usual 
manner, and the integ ts and ! 
were freely and fairly divided; but there 
appeared a good deal of difficulty in fixing 
the knife in the groove of the staff; this, at 
last, having been effected, the latter was 
taken hold of, and depressing its handle, 
the knife was gradually carried forward into 
the bladder. A considerable quantity of 
whitish matter followed the section of the 
prostate and bladder, corresponding to that 
which Sir A. Cooper describes in his lec- 
tures as resembling mortar, (the ammo- 
niaco-magnesian phosphate,) accompanied 
by a highly offensive smell, perceptible at 
the furthest part of the theatre. The staff 
was now removed, and there were, in rapid 
succession, three or four different kinds of 
forceps made use of, in attempting to ex- 
tract the stone ; and these exchanged, over 
and over again, until the first pair had pass- 
ed through the bands of the operator three 
times. At length the stone was grasped, 
but was so brittle, that it broke in pieces ; 
several of the larger fragments were re- 
moved with the forceps, and the remainder 
by the assistance of the scoop, and here the 
operation was concluded, nota drop of water 
having been injected into the biadder !! 





EXTRACTION OF A FOREIGN BODY FROM 
THE BLADDER. 


This patient being removed, Mr. Cooper 
stated that be had another operation to per- 
form, which was on a man, who, about two 
months previously, had broken off a piece 
of a bougie in the bladder, and, said he, “ it 
is necessary for him to undergo the opera- 
tion as if for stone.” The patient was, ac- 
cordingly, placed on the table, and under- 
went the operation, which was much better 
performed than the preceding, but in this 
case also the forceps were frequently 
changed. Sir Astley Cooper was present 
during the whole of its performance. On 
sounding, Mr. B. Cooper exclaimed, “ bere 
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is a very large stone,” but on the first intro- 
duction of the forceps, no stone could be 
discovered; Sir Avtes, therefore, suggest: 
ed the propriety of applying the hand just 
above the pubes, and making pressure over 
the region of the bladder, but still no stone 
could he detected. At length Sir Astley in- 
troducing the fore-finger of his left hand 
through the wound into the bladder, and 
directing it upwards, at the same time mak- 
ing pressure with the right extremity as be- 
fore, succeeded in detecting the object of 
their search, which Mr. B, Cooper now 
removed. It wasa piece of flattened bougie 
about three inches and a half long, having a 
calculous deposition about as large as the top 
of the little finger, encrusted on one half its 
length. Several other pieces were removed 
with the scoop, and an injection of luke- 
warm water, was afterwards thrown into 
the bladder, to clear it from any smaller 
pieces. 


OPERATION FOR A NEW UNDER LIP. 


The next operation (performed by Mr. 
Morgan) was bor removing a cancerous lip, 
and forming a new one, by placing a portion 
of integument in its stead, and was accom- 
plished in the following manner. The pa- 
tient, an old man, being placed on the table, 
his head resting on a pillow, the operator 
standing on his right side, began by making 
an incision, commencing on the upper part of 
the chin, and extending it obliquely upwards 
and backwards on the left side, to a little 
beyond, and about an inch from, the angle 
of the mouth. A similar incision was then 
made on the opposite side, and afterwards 
two smaller ones, from the angle of the 
mouth, to meet the extremities of the 
former. The lip was then dissected from 
its attachments, and removed in toto. 

To form the new lip, an incision was next 
made beneath the inferior maxilla; and 
having dissected up under the integuments, 
a portion of them, about the length and 
width of the part removed, was brought up, 
leaving it attached at its two ends, This 
integument (now forming the new lip) was 
retained in its situation on either side by 
two sutures about half an inch apart, con- 
necting it to the upper lip, and leaving a 
space for the mouth. ‘The patient was now 
directed to sit up, and lean his head for- 
wards on the breast. The operator then 
brought the integuments on the upper part 
of the neck to unite with the lower edge of 
that which had been removed to form the 
lip, and introduced six sutures to keep the 
edges of the wound in ap; osition, after 
which the man was put to bed, and the 
wound dressed with lint covered with adhe- 
sive plaster. 








ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


Just before this operation, Sir Astley 
Cooper and Mr. Callaway were called out of 
the theatre, to see a young man who had 
been brought into the bospital with a re- 
cently lacerated wound on the inner side of 
the bend of the elbow-joint, which was said 
to have partly divided anartery ; a tourniquet 
was applied to the arm, and immediately after 
the removal of the former patient, he was 
brought in to undergo an operation for se- 
curing the wounded vessel, which was per- 
formed by Mr. Bransby Cooper. There was 
now, however, such thronging and crowd- 
ing round the table, aud consequent impedi- 
ment to a sight of the operation, (notwith- 
standing the cries of ‘‘ shame,” &c., from 
different parts of the theatre,) that a majo- 
rity of the pupils left the theatre in disgust, 
and we were unable to witness a siep of the 
byes Sir Astley stated that the bra- 
chial artery was partially divided, and the 
median nerve completely so. 


ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 





ANEURISM OF THE ASCENDING AORTA. 


Joun Barmestar, a fine healthy-looking | 
fellow, forty years of age, was admitted by | 
Dr. Elliotson into Edward’s Ward, on May 


17. D cea not relieved, being still un- 
able to lie down in bed; pain continues in 
the right side of head, neck, and the shoul- 
der; bowels open ; pulse 76, full. roe 

19. The pain in right shoulder is dimi- 
nished, but that in head and dyspnea re- 
mains, and he complains of pain in the back, 
and between the shoulders. Bowels open; 
pulse 72, full. Venesection toapint. The 
stramonium to be given twice a day. 

21. Says the pain ia right side of head 
and neck is not better; pain and tenderness 
of the aneurism ; blood buffy and cupped ; 
pulse full. Repeat the bleeding to sixteen 
ounces, . 

22. Less difficulty of breathing ; no pain 
in right shoulder, but continues in that side 
of head and neck. Blood buffed ; little 
 —a Two grains of stramonium twice 
a day. 

25. Expectorated a little blood this morn- 
ing; much less pein at side of head, and 
little tenderness of tumour; some difficulty 
of breathing. Pulse 100, full, and rather 
hard. To be bled immediately to 16 ounces, 
and take tineture of digitalis 15 minims, 
every six hours. Omit the extract of sta- 
monium, 

26. Very little pain at side of head, none 
in neck, or at the tumour. Has not spit 
any more blood ; dyspnea relieved ; bowels 


the 15th, with a strongly pulsating tumour, open; pulse 76, full aud hard ; tongue whit- 
situated on the right side of the sternum, a/jgh, ‘The bellows’ sound is not so loud in 


little below the third rib, with pain at the}the situation of the aneurism, but very 
part, and tenderness on pressure, also ex- strong in that of the left ventricle. The 
treme pain in the right shoulder, extending | eooing sound the same as at first. Blood 


through the side of the neck to the right} 
side of head. There is great difficulty of 
breathing, which he says has existed for 
twelve months, but has been much aggra- 
vated within the last three weeks, and is | 
now so bad as to render him incapable of 
lying down in bed, being obliged to sleep | 
in a semirecumbent position, and is easiest | 
when in a sitting posture, with his head | 
leaning forwards on a table. Complains of 
a sudden acute pain across the front part of | 
chest, on attempting to stoop hastily. There | 
is considerable Tistention of the veins of the | 
neck, and of those of the superior anterior 
part of chest, especially over the left pecto- 
ral muscle. On applying the stethoscope, a 
loud cooing sound is distinguished over the 
whole of the anterior part of chest, on the 
auricular contraction, but loudest at the 
right middle part vf sternum, and yentricu- 
lar bruit de soufflet all over the cardiac re- 
gion, but loudestin the situation of the aneu- 
rism. Has no noise in the ears, nor ever a 
sensation of suffocation, Pulse full and 
strong; bowels generally costive; tongue 
whitish. Ordered house physic immediately, 
and to be repeated daily ; 


Ext. of stramonium, one grain and a balf 
every night. Milk diet. 





abstracted yesterday, buffed, but not cupped. 

Hyudrocyanic acid, two minims every six 

hours. 

Continue the tincture of digitalis, 

28. Has nearly lost all pain in the head ; 
pulse 74, full; bowels open; no dyspneca ; 
tongue nearly clean. 

29. Pulse 69, soft, and less full. No 
pain in head or chest ; brwit de soufflet, loud 
in the situation of left ventricle, but not 
heard at the aneurism. Discontinue the 
tincture of foxglove. Continue the prussic 
acid. 

June 1. Pain at right side of head has 
returned, and so violently, as to deprive 
him of sleep ; tongue whitish ; bowels open ; 
pulse soft and full. 

2. Could obtain no sieep on account of 
pain in the head and right side of neck and 
shoulder ; pulse 78 ; bowels open. 

Extract of stramonium, two grains every 

night. 

4. Is easier, and has passed a better night. 
Bowels open; pulse 76, soft. 

5. Slept tolerably ; has nearly lost all 
pain in head, &c. The cooing sound conti- 
nues, but ventricular brwit de soufflet almost 
gone, 





PARALYSIS, 


Ext. of stramonium, two grains and a 

half every night. 

7. Complains of some pain in the head, 
especially when lying down; bowels open, 
pulse 80; quick, and rather full. 

9. Much better; sleeps tolerably, and 
complains only of slight headach on lying 
down. 


Ext. of 

night. 

12. Has not any pain; bowels open; 
tongue clean ; pulse natural. 

16. Says he is quite well; las not any 
pain, can lie down without any difiiculty, 
and wishes to return home. 

To goout on the 18th, with mediciae for 
three weeks, and desired to return for more | 
medicine when this supply is finished, or) 
at any other time, if he should feel worse. 


stramonium, three grains every 


The following note on the above case is from 
Dr. Eilliotson's Case Book. 





“ The pain felt in the aneurism was of a) 
stabbing and pricking character, and proba-| 
bly arose from i ion around the sac ; | 
it subsided entirely under the repetitions of 
venesection, and the tenderness on pres-| 
sure, aud size of the tumour also diminished. 
The bellows’ sound equally ‘declined, and | 
had probably arisen from an impediment, 
caused by the aneurism, to the course of the | 
blood from the left ventricle. It ceased first | 
in the anearism, and was gradually heard | 
fainter in the left ventricle, till it ceased | 
even there, but was heard again very faiot- 
ly in the latter part, the oe he left the | 
house. The pain in the right shoulder and | 
right side of the neck and head, was proba- | 
bly seated in the nerves; for first, I once | 
had a similar case, in which the pain was! 
solely in the axilla, and the slightest touch | 
caused exquisite suffering there, just as/ 
might be expected, had the axillary plexus 
been affec with neuralgia ; and, second- 
ly, this pain did not cease during the vene- 
section, but was lessened under the use of 
Stramomium, before bleeding was employed ; | 
and after ceasing first in the shoulder and 
then in the neck, it remained severe in the 
side of the head, till the dose of the extract 
of stramonium was increased to three grains. | 
Not only he became free from pain, but 
could lie down perfectly well at the time he | 
left the hospital, and it was this degree of 
improvement which made it impossible to 
prevail upon him to remain longer away 
from his employment and family. 

** The cooing sound is not, I believe, men- | 
tioned by Laennec, or Bertin, and this is 
the dtl only in which I have heard it. | 


| 
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the cases is known, so that the exact anato- 
mical condition which gave rise to it, has 
not been ascertained. In this it was inde- 
pendent of the aneurism, as in the other two 
no aneurism appeared to exist, and in all 
three it occurred at the action of the auri- 
cles; clearly, therefore, from obstruction at 
one of the auriculo-ventricular orifices ; and 
from the sound being loudest in the right 
half of the cardiac region in this case, it 
must here have arisen from obstruction at 
the opening of the tricuspid valve.” 


July 21. Came, as desired last month, to 
see Dr. Elliotson, when he stated, that since 
leaving the hospital, he has been working 
(as a bargeman) day and night. Has lived 
quite as well as usual, drinking as much as 
half a pint of gin, and two or three pints of 
beer, or porter, daily, besides rum, &c., not- 
withstanding which, the tumour is less, and 
pulsation is diminished ; has little pain and 
soreness on the right side of the head, and 
slight soreness only of the neck and shoul- 
der. Can lie down flat in his bed without 
any difficulty. The bellows sound heard 
only in situation of left ventricle; cooing 
sound as before. Pulse full, frequent, and 
not easy of compression. Ordered venesec- 
tion to a pint; to continue his medicine, 
and advised to abstain from animal food, and 
to drink water ouly. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


PARALYSIS OF THE LOWER LIMBS. 


Tuomas Srorrorp, 46 years old, admit 
ted under Sir G. Tuthill, 26 Nov, 1828, 
with paralysis of the lower limbs. He 
is a stout man, of mean stature, and has 
been several years employed as a coal-por- 
ter, He states that, except an irreducible 
hernia, which he has had for twenty years, 
he has enjoyed an uninterrupted state of 
good health ull about a fortnight ago, when 
be was attacked with pain in the hips and 
loins, with an inability to Jift up bis legs in 
walking ; this has gradually increased, and 
at present he is unable to stand. The fol« 
lowing is prescribed,— 

Castor o:l, an ounce ; 


Baisam of Peru, 20 minims. Mix. 


to be taken every morning; a seton to be 
inserted into the neck; and a blister to be 
applied the whole length of the spine. 

Dec. 12, His intellectual functions are 
unimpaired ; the sight of the right eye not 
so perfect as that of the left; the other 
senses, and the general sensibility, unaffect- 


In one it was so loud, as to be distinguished |ed; appetite good ; digestion apparently 
at a little distance from the patient by the | vigorous on most occasions, but flatulency 
naked ear, The termination of neither of| now and then occurs; respiration natural ; 
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ulse 66, rather feeble, ; in- 
istinct. He cannot bend his left leg on 

his pelvis, and has very little more power 

over the right ; muscles generally lax. He 
voids two quarts of urine in the day, at short 
intervals of from half an hour to two hours ; 

habit of bowels costive; evacuations of a 

deep yellow hue, indicating a liberal secre- 

tion of bile; extremely restless. Cupped 
on the loins to eight ounces, a Dover's pow- 
der to be taken nightly, and the balsam of 

Peru to be omitted from his morning draught ; 

a hot mustard pediluvium every evening, and 

a’ strict antiphlogistic regimen to be ob- 

served. 

14, His bowels are sufficiently free; he 
is very restless at night; pulse occasionally 
rapid. To be cupped again on the back to 
six ounces. ‘The patient's appetite for food 
is extremely urgent, provoking him to con- 
stant solicitations, which are not complied 
witb, and he is restricted to mere “ low 
diet.” Experiences frequent shooting pains 
in the legs. 

20, Has acquired a considerable accession 
of pain in the legs and thighs; the absti- 
nent plan still rigidly pursued, and the re- 
medial agents applied assiduously. 

January 14,1829. The general health per- 
fectly good ; slight emaciation is perce pti- 
ble, the effect of the system adopted ; the 
use of his limbs so perfectly restored that 
he can march with the greatest precision. 
Made an out-patient. 


OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY ON A CHILD, 


Michael Atherton, xtat. three, a sickly, 
strumous boy, who had suffered for three 
months from stone in the bladder, was ad- 
mitted, Saturday, July 4th, for the purpose 
of being operated upon by Mr. Anthony 
White. The first incision was made rather 
too near the raphe of the perineum; the 
second incision was then begun, and tlhe 
operator had just penetrated the urethra, 
beyond the bulb, when the child made a 
deep inspiration; the rectum immediately 
filled with feces, and, being suddenly dis- 
tended, came in contact with the scalpel, 
and was incised; a small quantity of feces 
escaped through the wound. ‘The operation 
was completed with bistouri caché. Mr. 
White introduced a dogssil of lint into the 


wound, for the purpose of plugging up the} 





LITHOTOMY.—PAROTITIS. 


wes immedietely experienced ; the skin is 

now hot ; ee teen furred ; bowels 

nome . green end graveol- 

lent. following powder was prescribed 

by Mr. J. R, Alcock :— 

Calomel, gr. ij. 

, gt. viij. Mix. 

to be taken immediately in jelly. 

7. The child has been several times seen 
by Mr. White, who has prescribed saliné 
and antimonial medicine ; the patient has 
less fever, and is very lively, amusing him- 
self with his toys. = 

9. Considerable variation bas occurred in 
the symptoms; occasional fretfulness, sud- 
denly succeeded: hy cheerfulness ; bowels 
regular to-day; the plug has come away 
from the wound, and was followed by aslight 
disebarge of feces. 

12. Doing well. 

15. To-day the prognosis appears favour- 
able ; bowels gently open ; feces of a laud- 
able character; the urine passes entirely 
through the wound, which presents a gra- 
nulating surface. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


PAROTITIS TERMINATING IN GANGRENE, 

N. Mavty, etat. 71, a coachman, of a 
very robust constitution, was,in the night 
of the 2d of April, without any obvious 
cause, seized with violent pain in the right 
parotideal region, with great headach and 
fever. He however continued his occupa- 
tion, and indulged as usual in spirituous 
liquors until the 5th of April, when the pe 
rotid began to swell, and became very hot 
and painful. In this state he remained till 
the 11th of April, when he was admitted in 
the following condition: the tumour ex- 
tended from the posterior margin of the 
sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle to the middle 
of the cheek, and from the zygomatic arch 
down to the angle of the lower jaw; it was 
very hard and painful ; the skin tense, livid, 
and hot; the jaw could not be moved, both on 
account of the tension and the pain ; the pa- 
tient could not hear with the right ear, com- 
plained of violent headach and thirst, and was 
very feverish. Hehad thirty leeches and 
an emollient poultice applied over the tu- 
mour, and took batley water with nitre inter- 
nally. -On the® following morning, the 


opening into the bladder, The prevent-| tumour was apparently in the same state 
ing the flow of urine from the bladder, he|and without any trace of fluctuation; the 


said, for a few hours atter the operation, | 
| and the age of the patient, caused M. Sanson, 
under whose care he was placed, to fear the 


was important, as it allowed time for the 
secretion of lymph in the wound, and dimi- 


intensity of the local symptoms, however, 


nished consequently the chance of mischief occurrence of gangrene ; a deep incision was 


taking place trom infiltration. 


accordingly made, but without giving issue to 


5. The little patient passed rather a fever- any liquid except a few drops of very dark 
ish night; eight hours after the operation, | blood. On the 16th, obscure fluctuation being 
the urine came out in a gush, and relief jfele in the middle and posterior portions of the 





DUPUYTREN’S CASE OF ANEURISM. 


tumour, a trocar was plunged into it and a 
i quantity of very "op and yel- 
jow pus, mixed with ntly gangrenous 
cellular tissue , escape “= ne time the 
pain and heat in the tumour subsided, and 
the discharge continued >. the 22nd, 
when a large portion of cellular tissue and pa- 
rotid, in a gangrenous state, was extracted by 
means of the forceps, and what remained 
spontaneously detached itself during the fol- 
lowing days ; so that on the 29th of April, the 
whole tidean region exhibited a large 
surface covered with sanious and gangren- 
ous matter; the parotid itself had com- 
pletely come away, and the cartilage of the 
ear, anterior edge of the sterno-cleido- 
mastoid muscle, and the posterior margin of 
the ascending branch of the lower jaw- 
bone were denuded. On the 10th of May, 
the ulcerating surface had a healthy ap- 
pearance and promised a favourable termi- 
nation, leaving however a paralytic affec- 
tion of the right side of the face, from the 
destruction or complete disorganisation of 
the facial nerve. The sensibility of the pa- 
ralysed parts was not in the least impaired, 
speech as wellas mastication was regularly 
performed ; hearing of the right ear was 
slightly affected, and when the patient en- 
deavoured to close the eyes, the right eyelids 
were immoveable, and the globe was turned 
upwards. There were no wrinkles on the 
right side of the forehead, in the middle of 
which a distinct line of separation was pro- 
duced by the subcut being 
contracted on the one side and inactive on 
the other.—La Clinique. 





DUPUYTREN’S CASE OF ANFURISM OF 
THE SUBCLAVIAN ARTERY. 


Immediately after the appearance of our 
account of M. Dupuytren’s operation, (vide 
305 of Tue Lancer,) we received so many 
inquiries respecting its result, that we felt 
it due to the profession to make it known as 
soon as possible. (Vide 306 of fur Lancer.) 
Our account of the termination of the case 
was taken from the “* Lancette Frangaise,” 
(Tome ii. No. 4,) and from the ‘* Clinique” 
(Tome iv. No. 31 and 34); the post-mor- 
tem examination only fiom the former.— 
Our omitting to acknowledge the Clinique 
at the end of our last report, has afforded 
an individual an opportunity of contrast- 
ing our extract from the former Journal 
with the report as it had appeared in the 
latter. As the case isso deeply interesting, 
and has excited so much attention with the 
profession on the continent and in this coun- 
try, we have thought it our duty to con- 
dense all the fucts connected with it, from 
the combined reports in the Lancette Fran- 
gaise, La Clinique, and Journal Hebdoma- 

c 
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The following report is extracted from the 
Journal Hebdomadaire :—During the ope- 
ration, fourteen vessels were tied; imme- 
diately after the ligature had been applied 
round the subclavian artery, M. Sanson, 
who had assisted M. Dupuytren, felt about 
twenty quick and irregular pulsations in the 
tumour. The wound was simply (molle- 
ment) dressed, and the tumour covered with 
compresses dipped in a solution of the ace~ 
tate of lead, and with a bladder filled with 
ice. In the course of the day, the patient 
complained of dyspnea, and general indis- 
position, After bleeding from the arm, the 
tumour was, on the following day, diminish- 
edin size; the pulsations continued as be- 
fore the operation ; the arm was numb, but 
of the natural temperature. M. Dupuytren 
now ordered him to be bled, and to take half 
a grain of the acetate of lead in water. Up 
to the 17th of June, (the fifth day after the 
operation,) no alteration had taken place, 
either in the wound aud tumour, or in the 
general state of the patient; on that day, 
however, he was found somewhat agitated, 
and had frequent attacks of coughing, by 
which the tumour was forcibly raised, and 
the pulse being rather sharp and frequent, 
he was bled a third time. In the course of 
the day, it was observed that the dressings 
were tinged with blood, the quantity of 
which amounted to five or six ounces; but 
its source could not be discovered, although 
the wound was carefully examined. ‘The 
haemorrhage was stopped by the application 
of cold water; the patient was again bled, 
and passed the night in a tranquil manner, 
though he appeared extremely exhausted, 
On the 18th the wound exhibited a healthy 
appearance, and no hemorrhage had taken 
place; the patient was, however, bled a 
fifth time. On the morning of the 19th, the 
bottom of the wound appearing swelled, as 
if the aueurismal tumour were protruded to- 
wards it, he was again bled. On the morn- 
ing of the 20th, no alteration had taken 
place ; the patient still complained of great 
weakness, had several attacks of syncope, 
and died during the night. 

In La Clinique, it is stated that, after the 
operation, coli applications were kept over 
the tumour, and the patient was bled in the 
afternoon; that the tumour, the size and 
pulsations of which had appeared to increase 
soon after the operation, subsequently di- 
minished, and up to the 17th of June no pal- 
pitation, dyspowa, or any disturbance in the 
thoracic functions, had acceded; on that 
cay, however, M. Dupuytren found the pa- 
tient somewhat agitated, with frequent at- 
tacks of coughing, and arather full aud sharp 
pulse, and ordered him to be bled immediate- 
ly. In the middle of the day, the compresses 
over the wound being found soaked with 
blood, the patient was bled a second time ; 
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and, as on the evening visit the hemorhrage 
still continued, a third time ,—the cold appli- 
cations being still used. The following night 
he was pretty tranquil. On the 18th, no alte- 
ration having taken place, the patient was 
bled to eight ounces. On the 19th the 
wound was examined, and found of a healthy 
appearance; the source of the blood, 6 

which the dressings were again soaked, 
could not be ascertained ; the bottom of the 
wound appeared as if tumid, as though the 
aneurismal sac had become enlarged in that 
direction ; the arteries of the arm were full 
of blood, but cid not pulsate; the limb it- 
self had its usual temperature and seusi- 
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dering that he was also bled four times bee 
fore the operation, and four times before his 
admission into the hospital, and that, lastly, 
twenty leeches were applied to the region of 
the heatt, no one can be surprised at the fatal 
result of the operation. 

The following is the result of the post- 
mortem examination:—The tumour was 
scarcely visible externally; the right arm 
swelled, cedematous, and-covered with ec- 
chymoses ; the wound was filled with bloody 
sanies. ‘The pleure contained a considerable 
quantity of bloody serum ; the right pulmo- 
nary pleura was inflamed, and covered with 
layers of lymph. ‘The posterior margin of the 





right Iung was hepatised, very friable, but 
weakness, slight dyspnea; bis bowels | without any traces of suppuration ; the left 
were rather costive. On the 20th, the same | lung was healthy. The heart was double its 
state continued ; the bandage of the wound | usual size, bloodless and flaccid ; the ven- 
was again tinged with bright red blood ; the | tricles were dilated, and their parietes much 
dyspnea had increased, the patient became | thinner than usual. The aorta, hen its origin 
more and more exhausted, and died in the | to the diaphragm, was considerably dilated, 
morning of the 2ist, at four o’clock, the and its parietes thickened; its internal 
9th day after the operation.* | membrane was uneven, of a fungoid appear- 
According to le Lancette Frangaise,| ance, and beset with large, dark-red, irre- 
the wound was simply dressed ; compresses, | gular patches. In many points it exhibited 
with Goulard's «ater, and a bladder filled | even erosions of a circular form, as if it were 
with ice, were p.aced over the tumour, and | ulcerated. The cellular layer between the 
a copious bleeding was ordered, in case the internal and muscular coat was changed into 
ulsations increased, and dyspnoea, intense |a very firm dark-red substance, which in 
ever, &c. acceded. ‘The patient went on | some points was ossified. The innominata 
favourably up to the fifth day after the ope-| was much dilated, and had undergone the 
ration, when a hemorrhoge of about six| same morbid alteration as the sorta.* ‘The 
ounces occurred ; he was bled, and the tu-| right subclavian, from its origin to its pas- 
mour was covered with,ice ; the hemorrhage | sage between the scaleni was dilated, and 
was arrested, but in order to prevent its re- diseased in the same manner as the aorta ; 
currence, another venesection was made ; in/its parietes were greatly thickened. The 
short, the patient was bled six times during | aneurism was limited internally by the ante- 
the eight days that he survived. Consi-| rior scalenus ; externally by the branches of 
the brachial plexus, some of which were 
* Almost the whole of the latter part of| closely adherent to the posterior paries of 
this report, will be found to agree with our | the sac ; behind by the upper costa of the sca- 
account, in No. 306 of Tur Lancer. The! pula,and above it extended under the sterno- 
following are the most essential points as | cleido-mastoid ; inferiorly, it descended so 
they are given in the “ Clinique,” Tome | feras to be in contact with the first rib, the 
iv. No. 34. p. 138 :—** Vers le milieu de la| middle portion of which was almost ab- 
journée (le 17) ons’apercut que quelquescom- | sorbed, the rough surface of bone being 
presses, appliquées sur la plaie, se teignaient | covered only by coagula. The muscles, 
en rouge vif ; nouvelle saignée de trois pa- | which had been compressed, were attenuat- 
lettes. A la visite du soir, le suintement | ed, but not altered in structure. The ca- 
continue; une troisiéme saignée est prati-|vity of the sac contained no coagulum ; in 
quée. Le jeudi, 18, mémes symp-|its anterior and posterior portion, however, 
témes: saignée d'une seule palette. Le! there were some thin layers of fibrous mat- 
lendemain on examine ta plaie qui offre un | tert ; its parietes were found to be diseased 
bel aspect. On ne découvre pas le lieu doi! in the same manner as the aorta; this mor- 
part le sang qui a imbibe les piéces de UVap-| bid alteration abruptly ceased, within about 
poreil..... Le20,méme état; les pieces | 
de Uappareil sont de nouveau imbibées par 
un peu de sang vermeil,” &c. dilated.— Journ. Hebdomad. ‘The brachial 
t It need hardly be mentioned, that as| artery and carotid were healthy ; the inno- 
venesection was employed with the view to| minata was dilated, its volume being equal 
arrest the hemorrhage, its very frequent|to the usual size of the aorta.—Lancette 
repetition implies the recurrence of the he- | Francaise. 
morrhage, which moreover corresponds with} + ‘he tumour contained no coagulum nor 
the report in the Clinique. fibrous deposite—Lancelte Francaise, 


bility. The patient complained of great 








* The innominata was healthy, but much 
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four lines from the ligature, the constric- 
tion of the vessel appeared not to have been 
very complete ; in one point of the circum- 
ference of the artery a small aperture was 
formed, which was, however, considered to 
have been inadvertently made during the ex- 
amination of the tumour. The internal mem- 
brane, which was partially divided by the 
ligature, was of a white colour, and appeared 
to have been very little, if at all, inflamed. 
The brachial artery was perfectly healthy. 
The portion of the axillary vein, which was 
lying near the ligature, was black, of a fun- 
gous appearance, and much softened. The 
examination of the brain end the abdominal 
viscera exhibited nothing of interest. 

The fatal result must be ascribed to the 
hemorrhage from the tumour, and the re- 
peated venesections. The plan of treatment 
persevered in was, according to the French 
writers, warrantable, as affording, apparent- 
ly, the only chance of a successful termina 





tion of the case; they also unanimously 
agree in bestowing the greatest praise on | 
M. Dupuytren, for the skill with which he 
performed the operation. 

Neither the history of the case, nor the 
post-mortem examination, furnishes the small- } 
est ohjection against Mr. Wardrop’s method 
of operating, the reputation of which is suf- 
ficiently established by its success in this 
country, and it affords us great pleasure to 
see that it is known and duly appreciated 
by continental surgeons. 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—Having seen two letters in your 
widely circulated Journal, dated Derby, at- 
tacking the surgeons of this Institution or 
Infirmary for ‘“* Hole-and-Corner Surgery,” 
and for propagating most egregious practical 
errors, | feel it my duty to call in question 
the facts stated by your correspondents, be- 
lieving these productions to have arisen 
from some envious feelings, or from some 
personal pique, and not from matter of fact. 
Let me, in the first place, ask the ‘‘ Enemy to 
Hole-and- Corner Surgery,” when, and in 
what cases, was secrecy or private surgery 
practised in the Derby Infirmary, and whe- 
ther there is an instance on record of any 
medical man being denied attendance at 
operations, Secondly, I would ask Mr. 
Expositor, who transfixed the iris in the 
operation for depression of the lens, and 
who removed a healthy testicle as a remedy 
for hydrocele? I deny the truth of these 
assertions, and beg to put your correspond- 
ents to the test. Mr. Expositor then speaks 
of the “ haggling” at operations, and the 
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neglect of patients by the other surgeons; 
to this I x say, it were well if other 
charitable institutions had the advantage 
this has of attention and skill. By insert- 
ing these few lines in your next, you will 
oblige a constant reader. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Fairptay, 


Derby, July 13, 1829. 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—Since I last had the pleasure of 
addressing you on the subject of disgraceful 
surgery, absurd theories, and neglect of 
duty, ata certain infirmary, a long letter, 
signed ‘‘ Scrutator,” has appeared in the 
columns of one of our provincial papers, in 
which, after speaking in terms of praise 
of most of our public institutions, the writer 
adverts to the present state of the Derby 
Infirmary, which he feelingly regrets to find 
monopolised by a body of surgeons, part of 
whom are possessed of narrowness of mind 
ill becoming a liberal profession ; he then 
proceeds to suggest as a remedy, that the 
medical “offices should no longer be perma- 
nent, but that an election should take place 
every six or seven years, the old candidates 
not to be eligible again for seven years, and 
that the number of surgeons be four, as 
formerly, there now being but three. He 
concludes his observations by saying, that all 
surgeons subscribing to the infirmary should 
have the advantage of attending the practice 
and operations. 

Now, Sir, with respect to these sugges- 
tions, I own they would be beneficial if car- 
ried into effect; but I am convinced that 
though good, they may be improved. I 
would propose— 

ist. That an election should occur at the 
expiration of every three years, and that all 
members of the College of Surgeons, whe- 
ther in office or not, should be eligible can- 
didates. ‘The necessary consequences would 
be, that such abuses as unnecessary opera- 
tions, pernicious doctrines, and wilful neg- 
lect of patients, would be prevented. 

2dly. That there be no increase of sur- 
geons, the house not containing more than 
eighty beds, some of these being occupied 
by physicians’ patients. 

Sdly. That all surgeons, whether sub- 
scribers or not, should be allowed to attend 
the practice and operations. Is it just or 
liberal, let me ask, that because a member 
of the profession, who has a family to main- 
ain upon a bare pittance, aud cannot afford 
to pay annually a two guinea subscription, 
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should be denied the privileges of his more 
yy associates? By inserting these 
lines, you will greatly oblige 
Your obedient servant, 
Expositor, 


Derby, July 17, 1829. 
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To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 





Sir,—As dne of thé efrliest readers of 
Tue Lancet, resident in the country, I am 
induced to notice a statement which appear- 
ed in a recent Number of that work, calcu- 
lated to injure the character of the surgical 

ession, and more particularly those mem- 
rs of it connected with a “‘ certain infir- 
-” Whether pd Correspondent al- 
ludes to the surgical department of the Ge- 
neral Hospital at Derby, or any other esta- 
blishment of asimilar description, he does 
not directly avow, but I feel confident 1} 
shall be borne out by the public belief, that 
indirectly his observations were intended to 
strike at the reputation of those fulfilling 
the duties of that department at the institu- 
tion I have named. 

I therefore undertake, in justice .to those | 
gentlemen, to declare my belief, backed by 
that of the great body of the charity govern- 
ors, that the charges communicated to you} 
are as unfounded in fact, as they are mali- 
¢cisus in their intention. 

I shell, therefore, conclude, by merely 
adding, that the gentlemen whose profes- 
sional skill has been attacked, are as truly 
meritorious in the discharge of their official 
functions, as they are anxious to maintain 
that high character for talent and success, 
established at the dawn of that institution 
by the present physicians and senior sur- 
geon. 


| 





Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 
Fairplay. 


Derby, July 18th, 1829. 





REMEDY FOR THE BITE OF A MAD OR 
VENOMOUS ANIMAL, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—I am reminded by the appearance 
of several articles lately in Tur Lancer, 
on the subject of hydrophobia, of the fol- 
lowing bold, and as | am induced tothink it, 
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the bite has been received, Jet the part be 
cut across to a trifling extent with a knife. 
Upon and in the exposed let a large 
pinch of gunpowder be laid, (an article to 
be had every where at a few minutes’ no- 
tice,) and immediately exploded. ‘Then let 
the wound be treated as a common burn. 

Colonel Gattacre, of Gattacre Park, in 
Shropshire, on being bitten some years 
since by a dog that was most decidedly mad, 
instantly adopted this remedy. He is alive 
at this moment, and, I hope, in hearty 
health. 1 believe the suggestion was origi- 
nally his own. I knew also a labouring 
man who was bitten by an adder, and who 
had recourse to it, The wound healed in a 
reasonable time, and showed no symptoms 
whatever of poisoning. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


London, July 20, 1829. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


J.H. We have seen the tar-vapour em- 
ployed with complete suceess, iu several 
cases of pertussis, An interesting paper, 
by Mr. Wansbrough, is republished from 
the Repository, at page 523 of the present 
Lancet. The remedy is an old one, but it 
is the best with which we are acquainted 
for this troublesome and often fatal disease, 

Crito. Thanks for the newspapers. We 
shall be obliged to any of our country 
readers, who. will at any time forward to us 
country papers containing interesting pro- 
fessional intelligence. 

We shall reply to most of our correspon- 
dents in our next, Many communications 
have been received since our last, which we 
have not now time to enumerate, 
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RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 


Aw Essay onthe Phrenology of the Hin- 
doos and Negroes. By James Mownr- 
comeny, Esq. With Strictures thereon by 


| Conver Tuomrsox, M.D. London. Lloyd 


and Co. 1829, , 


ERRATA, 

Page 509, 4th col. of Table, for 1035 read 
1033. 

Page 509, 5th col. of Table, for 2517 read 
2415. 

In the same Table, after the list of “ In- 


effectual remedy for the bite of a mad or curables,” insert ‘ discharged as patients, 
venomous animal. On the promptness of; but retained as workmen, &Kc., and turn- 
its application, however, its efficacy must overs, in 1824, 63—1825, 47—-1826, 53— 
greatly depend, Ag soon. as possible after 1627, 42.” 





